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Status? 


THE BRIDES’ SCHOOL by Bar- 
bara Wilson and the Women’s 
Feature Staff of The New York 
Herald Tribune. At last a book 
with everything one could possibly 
want to know about the details 
of engagements and weddings—in 
question-and-answer form. A 
guide for the whole wedding party. 
$5.95, 10B383 


IN ALL LOVE AND HONOR by Scudder M. 


Parker. 


The author tells the story of his mar- 


riage and the decision made to practice his guid- 


ing belief: “A happy family. . 


. is the acknowl- 


edgment of dependence upon one another and 


something greater as well.” 


MARRIAGE EAST AND WEST by David and Vera Mace. A book 
uncovering the role of marriage in the colorful ever-changing social 
climate of the Far East. All the aspects—physical, emotional and social— 
are discussed in a new and revealing manner. $4.50, 10M543 


WITH THIS RING .. . is a care- 
fully chosen collection of songs 
that will -never be out-dated. 
Tony Fontane sings the traditional 
wedding melodies while his wife 
Kerry gives an oral interpretation 
from Psalms and Revelation. 3314 
rpm. $3.98 


$4.98 


home. 


THE BRIDE LOOKS AHEAD by Judith Unger Scott. There are 
many “how to” books on the subject of marriage but this is one of the 
few common-sense reports on “how to stay married.” Mrs. Scott covers 
pre-marital plans but delves into post-marital adjustments, homemak- 
ing, decorating and budget problems. $3.50, 10B389 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


Box 179, St. Louis, 66, 


$2.95, 101332 


IF YOU MARRY OUTSIDE 
YOUR FAITH by James A. Pike. 
This volume is designed to clear 
the air of the many notions and 
provide sound wisdom on “inter- 
faith” weddings. A “must” for 
any person involved in or plan- 
ning to marry out of their religion. 


$2.50, 101120 


LOVE, MARRIAGE AND GOD —the perfect record gift for 
the young couple from their pastor. Dr. 
having close contact with life as counselor and pastor, has 
made a collection of seven secrets to a happy marriage and 
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PRECIOUS 
FRIENDSHIP 


by Beulah Aydelotte Curtiss 


True friendship is a lovely 
thing, 

Of God’s great grace a token; 

It must be cherished tenderly 

Or be forever broken. 


True friendship is a priceless 
thing 
No wealth can ever buy; 


But share it with the world 
about 


Or it will surely die. 


True friendship is a fragile 
thing, 

A precious, fleeting treasure; 

But nurtured carefully it 
yields 

‘Delights beyond all measure. 


Protect it with your very life; 
You will receive a ak re- 


ward— 
A gift beyond compare. 
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Clouds Cause 


a Sunset 
by Chloe Holt Glessner 


HE Central part of our country is noted for 
beautiful sunsets. Many are the times I’ve 
watched an Oklahoma sunset, until its beautiful 
hues gradually changed into a rather choppy 
cloud. The colors change so rapidly. It almost 
seemed a fairy was behind the scenes pulling this 


A hath 


Live by 


Mrs. Glessner is a well-known Christian Churches 
laywomen who lives in Oklahoma City. 
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or that string to rearrange the red, gold, or orchid 
hues. 

I pity those who see a sunset, yet do not see 
it. “Having eyes they do not see.” Surely some 
of you have had the experience of calling some- 
one’s attention to a gorgeous sunset. Perhaps the 
person would say weakly, ‘Yes, that’s pretty.” 

Of course we all know a sunset is made by an 
ever-changing, filmy cloud which is drifting across 
the sun’s fading rays. As the sun slowly disap- 
pears, and the rays become weaker, the colors 
fade. Yet, when the light has faded into dark- 
ness, there’s still the remembrance of a beautiful 
picture. Yes, there remains something of God’s 
beauty in nature to dream about. 

Some of the most beautiful lives I’ve ever known 
were those who have had many clouds on their 
horizons. These clouds were in many instances 
dark clouds—sometimes clouds of poverty, death 
and even doubt. We have all known those whose 
bodies were racked with the pain of disease. We 
have known those whose hearts were wounded by 
loved ones. We have known those who had a 
dream dashed by some unpreventable misfortune. 

Yet these people displayed a quality of spirit 
which all admired. I think of a widowed mother, 
who, in the face of being left with seven children 
to support, and all the odds seeming to be against’ 
her, never let the clouds of death, poverty or 
heartache change her spirit. 

There’s the beautiful young woman I know who 
was stricken with multiple sclerosis. She has a 
word of encouragement and a cheery smile for 
each person who comes to her bedside. I leave 
feeling the ministering has been given by the 
patient instead of me. 

Last summer sixty women gathered for a Chris- 
tian Women’s Fellowship retreat. Some of us felt 
we were too busy or too tired to go. At the last 
moment I wanted to back out. And when I saw 
the courage of a woman on crutches who had 
been that way most of her life, I felt ashamed. 

We know it really takes the clouds to make a 
beautiful sunset. If God dwells in the heart, 
clouds drifting across the way can make a life a 
beautiful thing. Peter said, “Beloved do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon 
you to prove you, as though something strange 
were coming upon you.” (1 Peter 4:12.) Then, too, 
we should always remember that God did not 
spare His own Son from suffering. If we take 
our troubles to God surely the clouds become less 
dark. These clouds become stepping stones to our 
final goal of “Well done good and faithful serv- 
ant.” They have transformed the ugly into the 
beautiful. 

All who journey, soon or late, must pass within 
the Garden’s gate; must kneel alone in the dark- 
ness there, and battle some despair. God pity 
those who cannot say: “Let this cup pass” and 
cannot see the purpose in Gethsemane. (Thack- 
eray.) 
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by Raphael H. Miller 


As Far As Bethany 


And He led them out as 
far as to Bethany: and He 
lifted up His hands, and 
blessed them.—LUKE 24:50. 
CESV.) 


FTER Jesus rose from the 

dead he was with his dis- 
ciples for 40 days, teaching them 
about the Kingdom of Heaven, 
the Kingdom of goodness, and 
justice, and righteousness, and 
peace, which they were to help 
establish on earth. Then, the 
record says, he took them out as 
far as Bethany and was parted 
from them. 

That event marks one of the 
decisive turning points of history 
—when men had committed to 
them by Christ the secret and 
the power of a new creative life, 
a new way of life, a new civiliza- 
tion, based not on the privilege 
of the few, not upon force and 
exploitation, but upon _ justice 
and love and brotherhood and 
equality of opportunity and 
peace. 

Not since the world began had 
men had such tasks, such pow- 
ers, such responsibilities com- 
mitted to them. 

The Resurrection and Ascen- 
sion of Christ were incompara- 


This sermon, “As Far as Beth- 
any,” was delivered by Raphael H. 
Miller on Columbia’s Church of the 
Air, Sunday, May 17, 1942. Dr. 
Miller was editor of “The Christian- 
Evangelist” from 1941 till 1948. 
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ble wonders even in a world of 
wonders. But the disciples were 
given something yet more won- 
derful which the Resurrection 
and Ascension made _ possible. 
They went forth to preach new 
life to men, radiant life, victori- 
ous life, endless life, and that 
life changed the world. 

The ancient world was not de- 
ficient in wonders. It was defic- 
ient in life. The ancient world 
was not deficient in power—but 
power was used by the few to 
rule and exploit and degrade the 
many. 

Our world of today is not de- 
ficient in wonder and power, but 
it is deficient in life—in joy and 
blessing and opportunity for all 
men to live the fullest and most 
satisfying life. 

The gifts of democracy, the 
teaching of the church, the work 
of missionaries, the spread of 
knowledge, world trade, facility 
of travel, the radio, and news- 
papers have made the world one 
vast neighborhood. News flies 
with incredible speed across 
oceans and continents; men in 
the remotest parts know that 
there is a better, happier, more 
abundant life to be had, and that 
is what they are struggling and 
longing for and determined to 
have. 

“As far as Bethany.” That 
was the’world of yesterday, with 
its geographical divisions of 


eastern and western hemisphere, 
its divisions of race and color, 
Europe and Asia and Africa and 
the Americas. It all seemed so 
simple and understandable. And 
now islands, which yesterday 
were unknown to us even by 
name, are in the front-page news. 
Races we thought were inferior 
or decadent have emerged pos- 
sessed of qualities and virtues 
we did not dream they had. 

Those of us who have read 
Admiral Byrd’s thrilling book 
entitled, “Alone,” can never for- 
get one incident he describes. He 
was in a little cabin deep down 
in the Antarctic night, far sepa- 
rated from his companions at 
Little America. He tells how on 
one occasion he stepped out of 
his cabin door into the stabbing 
cold and sable blackness, and ad- 
vanced a few paces. Then sud- 
denly he realized with a sense of 
utter desolation that he did not 
know the way back. He was 
lost, and in a panic of terror 
realized that unless he could re- 
turn at once to the cabin he 
would perish of cold, for there 
was no hope of rescue. 

Now we follow his narrative: 
“In order to keep from wander- 
ing farther from the shack I 
made a reference point—heaped 
a little beacon [of ice and snow 
at his feet]—discovered two 
stars which were in line with 
the direction in which I had been 
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walking when I stopped. In the 
navigator’s phrase, the stars 
gave me a range and the beacon 
a departure.” Using these he 
measured off a few steps in sev- 
eral directions, and returned to 
his beacon of snow, until he at 
last found the door of his cabin 
and entered into its circle of 
light and safety. 

We are like that. We have 
stepped out of the familiar and 
comparative safety of our homes 
of faith and custom and com- 
radeship, into a darkened and 
blasted and death-shadowed 
world. We know what it means 
to be lost. Many of the trusted 
landmarks and well-charted 
pathways have been destroyed. 
Old words have lost their mean- 
ings, old rules no longer seem 
to apply, old ways are obscured. 

We, too, need a point of refer- 
ence and a guiding star for di- 
rection in order that we may 
define our present and plan our 
future. We, too, build at our 
feet a little mound of certainties 
—our undaunted faiths, our hal- 
lowed memories, our answered 
prayers, the supporting lives of 
loved ones and friends, the un- 
failing resources of strength 
upon which we have drawn in 
times of desperate need—of 
these we build the beacon from 
which we get our bearings for 
perilous voyages into the un- 
known future. 

Today there is a turning back 
to religion, to the church, to 
prayer, and to the Bible. Men 
and women are seeking for cer- 
tainties and strengths in a time 
of great confusion and peril. 

In the Company Magazine 
published by R. G. LeTourneau 
of Peoria appears the following 
story told by Lieut. Colonel War- 
ren J. Clear, how in the midst 
of a furious shelling at Bataan 
he dived into a “fox hole.” 

“There was a sergeant in the 
fox hole too and he squeezed to 
one side to make room for me. 
Then all hell broke loose, and 
I wasn’t surprised to find myself 
praying. The sergeant was pray- 
ing too, almost as loud as I was. 
When the attack was over I 


6 (614) 


turned to him and said, ‘Ser- 
geant, I noticed you were pray- 


ing.’ ‘Yes, sir,’ he answered, ‘I 
was. There are no atheists in 
fox holes.’ ”’ 


I lived for many years in 
Washington. It is the most 
beautiful and inspiring city in 
the world. Among all the mag- 
nificent buildings and monu- 
ments there was none that im- 
pressed me more, or that I vis- 
ited more frequently than the 
Library of Congress, that splen- 
did depository of all that men 
of the ages have thought and 
believed and lived and hoped for. 

How often have I seen at the 
reading tables boys and girls of 
Washington high schools and the 
youth of its universities. They 
write upon slips of paper the 
titles of books they desire to 
study and then ensues an excit- 
ing action. The slips are placed 
on the high receiving desk. From 
there they are shot through a 
winding tube which carries them 
to attendants somewhere in 
those miles and miles of book 
stacks. The asked-for book is 
selected and returned upon a 
moving belt to the reading room 
where it is placed before the 
reader. Who can tell the story 
of those seemingly endless cor- 
ridors of books, the treasured 
thoughts of men and women who 
for the right to think and speak 
and write have rotted in dun- 
geons, been burned at stakes, 
been excommunicated and out- 
lawed? Yet any boy or girl can 
by the stroke of a pencil tap 
those mines of human greatness, 
and command the thinking of 
the noblest and wisest of man- 
kind. And there is no Gestapo 
to peer over the shoulder of the 
eager student, no secret agent to 
seize from his hand the volume 
that will open freer worlds of 
knowledge to his inquiring mind 
and stir his soul to new adven- 
tures of life for himself and for 
his fellows. 

That is the meaning of free- 
dom—that is the meaning of 
America. The right of any boy 
or girl to go beyond Bethany— 
to go beyond the wisdom and 
code and experience of yesterday 





—to use all yesterdays as points 
of reference and departure out 
into new explorations toward the 
truth, new understandings of life, 
new inquiries into the meaning 
of things, new appreciations of 
freedom and new experiments in 
social and political and religious 
living. 

Totalitarianism can multiply 
things and control the daily rou- 
tines of life but it destroys the 
values of life; it poisons the 
mind, and imprisons the spirit. 
It fixes the limits of thought 
and clips the wings of the soul. 

The creative mind of man can- 
not work under the suppression 
of external power. Character is 
destroyed under a spy system. 
A child kept under constant 
tutelage never comes to self-de- 
velopment. Laws and creeds and 
rules can take us as far as Beth- 
any, but beyond Bethany are the 
application of principles, the 
practice of creeds, and the test- 
ing of rules. 

On a railway train I talked 
with a young man of unusual in- 
telligence who claimed to be an 
agnostic in religion. He ap- 
pealed to scientific precision in 
contrast to religious faith. “You 
know,” he said, “you cannot 
escape the fact that two plus two 
equal four. I build my life on 
what can be proved.” “Yes,” I 
answered, ‘“‘two plus two equal 
four. You cannot make any 
other result. But that is about 
the least inspiring fact I know. 
Only a small part of life is built 
on two plus two equal four or 
upon any other mathematical 
demonstration. Life is more 
than arithmetic. A mother does 
not love her child on that basis. 
Who ever courted or married on 
a mathematical certainty? 
Homes are not built on the mul- 
tiplication table. The radiant 
dreams and bright hopes of life 
are not laid out with instruments 
of precision.” 

There is always the “‘soul’s in- 
vincible surmise.’ There is al- 
ways that which lies beyond our 
safe and familiar and comfort- 
able Bethanys. 

The story is told of a dying 

(Continued on page 27.) 
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Foolishness to the 
Secular Mind 


HURCH quarrels and religious arguments 

do not make much sense to the world at 
large. This is probably due to the fact that 
such problems are often handled with a 
maximum of heat and emotion and very little 
biblical scholarship or natural reason. 

Just try to imagine yourself as a non- 
member of any religious organization, a law- 
abiding citizen without hatred or malice to- 
ward anyone, but only an observer as far 
as the church is concerned. There are prob- 
ably seventy million people in America alone 
who belong to no religious organization. 
There are some millions of these people who 
are persons of good will. 

We have tried to imagine what such a per- 
son would think as he read our mail for a 
month. 

Here is a tirade against cooperative activ- 
ity of denominations. There is no need for 
conferences and consultations on unity for 
“we have nothing to discuss,” the writer 
said. 

That’s interesting, muses the outsider. 
Here’s a handful of Christians, among the 
more than sixty million, who actually believe 
that they are the only Christians in the 
world. 

Mr. Outsider doesn’t know that a much 
larger body also thinks it is the only true 
Church of Christ on earth and “stands ready 
to receive you at any time,” as one of its 
prelates wrote a friend of ours. 

So, here we are, handfuls, and millions, 
each group in its own way begging the ques- 
tion. It’s closer to home than that, how- 
ever. Let us look further into the morning 
mail. Here’s a journal with a guest editorial 
lauding the editor (and his predecessors) for 
holding to ‘‘the clear teaching of New Testa- 
ment principles during five great periods of 
defection in the Restoration movement.” 

The second of the groups condemned is 
“The Christian Church,” the movement with 
which we are identified. One hesitates to 
think how many diversions there are in this 
“branch” alone. 

The third group which is read out of the 
true church is called ‘“Sommerism.” We 
didn’t call it that, but this is the group that 
nourished us up to and including baptism at 
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the age of fourteen. Our parents died in the 
faith and we cannot say that their faith 
failed them. 

Nothing to discuss! My soul! How can 
we expect the honest, ethical non-Christian 
to take us seriously? Cooperation of local 
churches together was one of the great 
causes for separation of the Churches of 
Christ and the Christian Churches. Now a 
member of the Church of Christ can write 
in the Gospel Advocate that the anti-coopera- 
tive segment is “hardly worthy of mention” 
since it affects so small a segment of the 
Churches of Christ. 

Does the return to cooperation of most of 
these Churches of Christ bring them closer 
to the Christian Churches? Oh, no, they are 
busy with their many divisions—and we—we 
have at least two sets of almost mutually 
exclusive cooperative endeavor. 

Does any one of the forty-eleven absolutes 
honestly think the sophisticated world is go- 
ing to rush to Christ, because his kingdom 
is so easily identified through that voice, and 
only through it? “Nothing to discuss!” 
Think again! 


Access to the Mystery 


OD has been speaking to his children 
for a long time. We call this divine 
revelation. Those who believe in God have 
never doubted that he has revealed himself 
in history and that his revelation is constant. 
We do not always agree about the method 
God uses to make his will manifest and mean- 
ingful to us. In fact, his nature and his will 
are shrouded in such a veil of mystery, ac- 
cording to many, that only a select few can 
ever really comprehend it and inform others. 
Actually, every person has two paths of 
access to an understanding, personal rela- 
tionship with the Father. These are reason 
and experience. Used wisely, and with due 
consideration to the history we have at hand, 
they make the mystery meaningful. 

Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God, who 
lived in time, as a part of history. One does 
not have to contemplate God in abstractions. 
He has concrete history about which to rea- 
son. 

Furthermore, the fact that Christ lives 
eternally in our midst makes experience of 
God’s nature possible to all. Two paths— 
they lead to God. 
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By James L. Ballinger 





Camps and Conferences- 


OW many times would the 
effectiveness of our Protes- 
tant churches be multiplied if all 
congregations had _ access. to 
camp and conference programs 
and facilities for all their people! 
Opportunities for leadership 
education are abundant. Experi- 
mentation with new methods is 
easy. Favorable learning situa- 
tions confront us on every hand. 
Graded groups and associations 
including two or more age group- 
ings are easily formed. The pros- 
pects are boundless. 


Rapidly Growing Program! 


Through a quarter of a cen- 
tury of experience and study, 
camping and conferencing has 
developed into a vital part of our 
Christian education program. 
Although originally projected as 
a summer program for early 
teenage boys and girls, its un- 
folding possibilities also point to- 
ward a greatly expanded program 
for other ages. 

Day camping looms large in 
the present picture for boys and 
girls. If adequately guided, day 
camping as well as established 
camping, on a local church or 
community level, presents untold 
opportunities for reaching un- 
churched persons and integrating 
them into the ongoing program 
of the church. 


Week-end and over-night 
camps and conferences for youth 





Mr. Ballinger is National Direc- 
tor of Camping and Conferences, 
Department of Christian Education, 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society. 
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and adults, family camps, work 
camps, trip conferences’ are 
among the possibilities for this 
enriching experience of Christian 
growth and learning. 

The church camp takes all the 
values of Sunday church school 
once a week and of the vacation 
church school once a day, and 
adds a thrill and a glory to them 
in a continuous living experience 
without interlude for every hour 
of the day and night. It thus 
touches the motives that control 
living, and this is the point at 
which all the most effective edu- 
cation really starts. 


In the church camping move- 
ment we are seeing the flourish- 
ing growth of one of the youngest 
children in our Christian educa- 
tion family. It may be that the 
child will outstrip in useful serv- 
ice his older brothers and sisters, 
the church school, the vacation 
church school, the weekday reli- 
gious education work, and the 
rest. It may be that even those 
most directly associated with the 
movement have never imagined 
the proportions possible for it. 


Concepts of Learning 


The following concepts of 
learning are generally accepted 
as basic to the successful pro- 
gram. 

A. Persons learn through: Ex- 
ploration, discovery, and assump- 
tion of responsibility in what- 
ever setting or situation they 
may find themselves—whether 
youth, children, or adults; 
whether in the church, at home, 
in the community, in the school 


or in camp or conference. These 
aspects of learning are in con- 
stant action and reaction to each 
other. They are constantly en- 
twined with each other. 


A person is constantly explor- 
ing new ideas, discovering new 
relationships, testing these new 
ideas and relationships with ones 
formerly held, and _ eventually 
taking certain responsibility for 
action which these discoveries re- 
flect. These aspects of discovery, 
exploration, and assumption of 
responsibility are very closely in- 
ter-related and are present in the 
learning process throughout life. 

B. Each individual learns ac- 
cording to his own interests and 
concerns and at his own rate of 
speed. He is constantly explor- 
ing and evaluating new concepts 
of religious faith, new under- 
standings of Christian life, dis- 
covering their value and taking 
responsibility for them in his 
own life in relationship to other 
persons and to God. 


C. Persons learn through ex- 
perience. The well-rounded ex- 
perience includes opportunities 
for persons in relation to each 
other to worship together, play 
together, study together, work 
together, eat together, work to- 
gether for others, and suffer to- 
gether—all of these in the con- 
text of the church and in the 
light of the gospel. 

D. Persons learn by reflection: 
reflection upon the above ex- 
periences and the opportunities 
which they provide for explora- 
tion and discovery of new ideas 
and concepts of the Christian 


THE CHRISTIAN 


























BIG Success! 


faith and life. 


These concepts of learning must 
be built in as an integral founda- 
tion to the philosophy, setting, 
structure, and learning process 
of camping and conferencing. 

To carry out these concepts 
of learning there must be certain 
conditions for learning: 


Camps and conferences should 
seek to provide the conditions in 
which these concepts of learning 
may operate through the rela- 
tionships within its group life. 
This means a concern for the 
groups, type of experience in 
which the group as a group 
participates, and the relationship 
of the group in which the individ- 
ual associates to other groups in 
the life of the camp or conference 
and to the total life of the church. 
Concern in this area has led us 
to feel that individual camps and 
conferences of forty, fifty, or 
sixty and not over seventy-five 
in number are most effective. 

This also means that camps 
and conferences are being con- 
ducted on a decentralized basis, 
with two or more small groups, 
depending on the needs of the 
program and the numbers to be 
served. These small groups 
operate within the framework of 
the total camp or conference 
community. The size of these 
small groups is roughly 8-12 for 
camp groups and 12-15 for con- 
ference groups. 

Extensive time in a continuous 
group in which members can re- 
late themselves to each other as 
persons, provides for a continu- 
ity of experience which results in 
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accumulative learning. This, com- 
bined with a concentrated area of 
Christian experience, offers pos- 
sibility for the maximum growth 
of individuals in all of the ele- 
ments of the Christian faith. 

The length of a camp or con- 
ference experience should, ide- 
ally, be ten days to two weeks. 
In church camping and confer- 
encing, we have had to surrender 
this ideal in order to provide 
leadership and facilities for the 
large number of persons desiring 
this experience. It is a constant 
question whether this ideal should 
be sacrificed so more can partici- 
pate or whether the ideal should 
be maintained and attendance re- 
stricted. It is basically a ques- 
tion of quantity versus quality. 

It is the present feeling of most 
church leaders that we should 
reach as many persons as pos- 
sible with the camp and confer- 
ence experience, and at the same 
time keep the quality at a 
high level. Two things are es- 
sential to this—one, a minumum 
of six days, and, two, a one- or 
two-day meeting of all the camp 
or conference leadership, on the. 
grounds, immediately prior to the 
camp or conference experience. 

Many people ask, just what is 
the difference between “camp” 
and “conference”? The follow- 
ing list will help you make a 
distinction: 

1. Structural—In camp _ the 
“living group” is the basic group 
for experience all day. In con- 
ference there are basic elements 
or “blocks of time” for the fel- 
lowship group within a frame- 


work of total conference experi- 
ences. 

The basic difference here is in 
the degree of the centrality of 
the small group as compared to 
the total community. Camp will 
have a simple social structure; 
conference will be more complex. 

2. In camp there will be more 
emphasis on muscular activity 
and less on abstract thinking. 

3. Size of groups—In camp 
the small groups will have 8-12 
campers while in conference the 
groups will run 12-15 in size. 

4. In camp there will be 
greater emphasis on and use of 
the out-of-doors. In camp the 
natural world becomes a _ focal 
point for meeting the interests 
and needs of persons. 

5. In camping there is a 
greater use of daily living proc- 
esses aS a medium for helping 
campers come to understand and 
practice the basic elements of 
the Christian faith. 

6. In conference, a basic area 
of the Christian faith, or specific 
responsibility in the work of the 
church is usually the focal point 
for meeting the interest and 
needs of persons. 

In a day when life’s scale of 
values is overbalanced by the 
weight of secularism, a day when 
man is often frustrated by the 
very gadgets of his own inven- 
tion (such as TV), a day when 
the mass approach which char- 
acterizes industrial production 
threatens our concern for persons 
and even threatens our individual 
housing and education; it seems 
that our Christian education pro- 
gram of camping and conferences 
with its: (1) use of the outdoor 
setting and contributions of the 
natural world; (2) its opportu- 
nity for personal contemplation, 
reflection, and evaluation; (3) its 
concern for persons as_ individ- 
uals, with a chance to express 
that concern in interpersonal re- 
lationships with other persons; 
and (4) its environment of Chris- 
tian community or fellowship; is 
one of the most vital and timely 
experiences that can be provided 
to meet human needs. 
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Churches ol Christ in Scotland By saint Jarman 


HERE are many places of in- 

terest in Scotland and Edin- 
burgh. When you come over to 
the World Convention next August 
you will be overwhelmed with the 
things to do and see. Of course, 
no delegate will want to miss a 
single session of the convention. 


Many of you will wish to visit the 
famous churches which grace Edin- 
burgh: St. Giles, Tolbooth St. John’s 
Church, St. George’s West, Tron 
Kirk, Greyfriar’s, and others. As 
a fellow American I can understand 
your interest in these places of 
historical and architectual interest. 


But I would like to tell you about 
some other’ churches. These 
churches are not famous in the 
same way as the above mentioned. 
They are not masterpieces of archi- 
tecture. More often than not they 
are simple and unobstrusive. Some 
may be difficult to find for they are 
not always placed on some prom- 
inent street. I am speaking of the 





Mr. Jarman is minister of Church 
of Christ (Disciples), Kirkcaldy, 
Scotland. 


Churches of Christ within the vicin- 
ity of Edinburgh. If it is possible 
for you to attend one of them dur- 
ing your stay in Scotland, be sure 
to do so. 

In the City of Edinburgh we have 
but one church, Dalkeith Road 
Church of Christ. This is one of 
the strongest and most active 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) in 
Scotland. The Dalkeith Road Church 
will be the host church for the 
World Convention, and will be 
largely responsible for your comfort 
and welfare during the time you 
are in Edinburgh. Outside of Edin- 
burgh there is a little fishing town 
named Musselburgh. The Church 
of Christ there will give you one 
of the warmest welcomes you will 
receive in Scotland. 


If you wish to go out of Edin- 
burgh entirely, then go west and 
attend the services at Falkirk. 


On farther west you will come 
into Glasgow. We have many 
churches there, Coplaw Street, Ad- 
miral Street, Shawlands, Whiteinch, 
all of them having good congrega- 
tions and all of them interested in 


“Here Is My Gift” 


HE is an elderly lady and she 
has been retired from the Gov- 
ernment for several years. She lives 
alone in modest fashion and her 
main interests are attending the 
church and reading good books. 
She does not have too much money. 
She walked into my office with a 
heavenly smile upon her face. “I 
have brought my Compassion Week 
offering and I wish it could be 
much more. As you know, I give 
the church as much as I can. My 
income is not large and I have to 
spend a considerable amount of 
money for my apartment rent, food, 
insurance, and medicine. However, 
God has blessed me in a magnificent 
way and here is my gift of $25.” 
We stood facing each other in 
the center of the room. “I hope 
you can afford this gift,” I said. 
“I am well aware of the fact that 
your only income is your pension 
and that you have many demands 
upon it. I am also aware of the fact 
that you are a liberal giver to the 
church of Jesus Christ. Your life 
has been a great inspiration to me.” 
“I wish I were able to do much 
more for the church,” she _ said. 
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“However, I operate on a very nar- 
row margin and I am thankful that 
I have been able to make this 
special gift. My greatest thrill 
comes to me when I help others. 
Helping others has enabled me to 
have a sane and happy mind and to 
pessess a heart that is full of hope. 
I believe the song is incorporated 
in my very life due to the fact that 
God has enabled me to help others.” 

“Where did you learn the laws of 
Christian Stewardship?” I asked. 

“Whatever I know about steward- 
ship I learned from my dear mother. 
I was brought up in Bristol, Virginia, 
in a very modest home, but I had 
a saintly mother. She took us chil- 
dren to Sunday school and church 
and she always gave liberally of her 
means to the Cause of Christ. As 
a matter of fact, sometimes we gave 
to the church when we hardly had 
enough to eat at home. 

“My mother pounded into her chil- 
dren this principle: ‘If you do good 
to others, you will always be blessed 
of God.’ When I first came to 
Washington to work for the Gov- 
ernment, many years ago, I decided 
to give a tenth of my income to 


their friends from across the sea. 
Out of Glasgow you may visit the 
newest Church of Christ in Britain, 
East Kilbride. This fast growing 
church is not only making a great 
contribution to the new town of 
East Kilbride, but has an extensive 
building program now going on. 


Oh, yes. I’m from Kirkcaldy, 
Fife. That’s just across the Firth 
of Fourth in “The Kingdom of Fife” 
and I’m sure that the Church of 
Christ—St. Clair Street—will wel- 
come a visit from you too. 


There are many other Churches of 
Christ in Scotland and, of course, in 
England. Get a Year Book and 
look up the addresses. Wherever 
you go you will be welcome, you 
will find a sincere people, you will 
find a deep devotion and reverence 
particularly in regard to the ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Supper each 
Lord’s Day. 


Try to attend at least one Church 
of Christ (Disciples) while in 
Britain. I know that my many 
Scottish and English friends will 
appreciate your presence and inter- 
est. 


J. Warren Hastings 


the Lord. I was so blessed in my 
work in this city that after a while, 
I decided to give more than a tenth 
of my income. Throughout the 
years, I received my greatest thrill 
from being able to put my offering 
envelope on the plate on Sunday 
morning. I tried to act as though 
putting the offering envelope on the 
plate was a commonplace experi- 
ence; but deep down in my heart, 
I felt that it was the most thrilling 
thing that I did in the whole week. 
It filled me with joy to be able to 
doit. Now that I am retired I cannot 
give as much money as I used to, 
but I do the best I can.” 

“You feel that God has blessed 
you all through your life?” I asked 
her. 

“I know that God has blessed me. 
I do not claim to be any type of a 
saint but I have tried to be sincere 
and genuine about my religion. I 
wish everyone had the thrilling ex- 
perience of Christ that I have had.” 


J. Warren Hastings, for 18 years 
pastor of National City Christian 
Church, died in Washington April 
22: 
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Japanese Christian 
Was World Famous 


Kagawa a Prophet 


St. Louris (Special)—The Christian 
world is mourning the loss of Toyo- 
hiko Kagawa, famed Japanese Chris- 
tian leader who died April 23. 

Tributes to Dr. Kagawa have been 
voiced by Protestant church leaders 
of many communions. He died of a 
heart attack at his home in Tokyo at 
the age of 71. 

Among U. S. church leaders ex- 
pressing praise and gratitude for the 
courageous, self-sacrificing 40-year 
ministry of the crusading Christian 
social evangelist were Dr. Roswell 
P. Barnes, executive secretary in 
North America for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches; Dr. Luther A. Got- 
wald, executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ Division 
of Foreign Missions; and Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake and Dr. John Coventry 
Smith, stated clerk of the United 
Presbyteran Church in the U. S. A., 
and general secretary of its Commis- 
sion on Ecumenical Mission and Re- 
lations, respectively. 


Christian Servant 


“Toyohiko Kagawa,” said Dr. 
Barnes, “had both the concern and 
the capacity to make the world his 
parish. He made his Christian wit- 
ness with power both in Japan and 
overseas.” Hailing him as “one of 
the great world Christian servants 
of our generation,” the World Coun- 
cil official said the Japanese church 
leader “challenged and inspired us 
as as prophet.” 

Dr. Gotwald noted of Dr. Kagawa 
that “in spite of ill health and phys- 
ical handicaps he poured out his life 
into the Master’s service, without 
counting the cost, until the very 
end. The whole world will feel his 
loss deeply.” 

In a joint statement issued here, 
Dr. Smith and Dr. Blake termed 
Dr. Kagawa “a modern Christian 
saint whose life and work have in- 
fluenced the whole world Christian 
community.” 


Disciples Knew Him 


Disciples leaders have had much 
contact with the Christian leader. 
Miss Jessie M. Trout, vice-president 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society and former missionary to 
Japan, was Dr. Kagawa’s secretary 
from 1935 to 1940. 

Miss Trout served as English sec- 
retary and as hostess in Fellowship 
House near the Kagawa home. She 
also worked in the settlement house. 
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Dr. Kagawa will be remembered 
by many Disciples who heard an ad- 
dress by him at the International 
Convention held in St. Louis in 1941. 

The late Mrs. Robert A. (Mary 
Frances Lediard) Doan, who had been 
a missionary to Japan for 17 years, 
worked with Kagawa and at the 
Girls’ School in Tokyo when she be- 
came vice-president of the United 
Society. 

Converted to Christianity at the 
age of 15 by a missionary of Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. (South- 
ern), Dr. Kagawa devoted the rest 
of his life to efforts in behalf of 
Japan’s neediest social classes and 
toward international peace and 
friendship. He was imprisoned on a 
number of occasions for his labor 
and peace activities both before and 
during World War II. 

The son of a nobleman and a 
concubine, he gave away his wealth 
after his conversion and lived for 
a time in the notorious disease-ridden 
Shinkawa slums of Kobe to assist 
the poor there. 

He was graduated from Princeton 
(N. J.) Theological Seminary in 1915. 

Kagawa helped found and became 
president of the Japanese Labor 
Party and Japanese Cooperative Fed- 
eration, organizing many coopera- 
tives. He also established hundreds 
of rural churches. 

His fame grew and spread rapidly 
after the publication of the first of 
his nearly 100 books, Crossing the 
Deathline, written while imprisoned 
for helping Kobe shipyard strikers 
in 1921. He gave away all the 
royalties from his books. 


New Lutheran Church 
Formed by Merger 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—The 
constituting convention of The Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church ended its 
business sessions here with a plea 
for peace and unity within Chris- 
tendom. 

A resolution approved by the con- 
vention merging three Lutheran 
bodies asked the nearly 5,000 con- 
gregations of the new denomination 
to “pray and labor” for “peace with- 
in her walls and prosperity within 
her palaces.” 

“We, the delegates to the consti- 
tuting convention of this Church, 
lift our song and high thanksgiving 
to Almighty God,” the message said. 
“We thank God for the guidance of 
His Holy Spirit which has brought 
us to this present demonstration of 
the oneness of believers in Christ.” 

The message called on the 
Church’s members to share in this 
spirit of thanksgiving and to “pray 
and labor” for the kingdom of God. 

The constituting convention voted 
to affiliate with the World Council 
of Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, the National Lutheran 
Council and the Canadian Lutheran 
Council. The assembly also voted to 
establish pulpit fellowship with the 
Lutheran Free Church, a church 
body which has twice voted against 
coming into The American Lutheran 
Church and will again vote on the 
matter next year. 





SOME 1,000 DELEGATES from the American, the Evangelical and the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Churches formed this scene as they marched 
in procession to the Minneapolis auditorium, where they constituted “The 
American Lutheran Church,” a new denomination of 2,240,000 members. 


(619) 11 

















The Church at Large 


@ White House Conference 
of Interest to Thousands 


Children and Youth 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Golden 
Anniversary White House Confer- 
ence on Children and Youth met 
here during the week of March 27 
for the purpose of promoting “op- 
portunities for children and youth 
to realize their full potential for a 
creative life in freedom and dig- 
nity.” 

Called together every ten years 
by the President of the United 
States, this year’s conference was 
attended by 6,500 adult youth work- 
ers and 1,000 youth delegates. 

In his “Call to Action” which 
brought the conference into being, 
President Eisenhower said “the rap- 
idly changing times in which we 
live, and the increasingly fast pace 
of change, make it incumbent up- 
on us to do everything we can to 
plan ahead and to see that we pre- 
pare today’s children well for life 
in tomorrow’s world... .” 

Delegates came representing the 
leadership of 500 national organi- 
zations, 55 governor-appointed com- 
mittees in all of the states, terri- 
tories and the District of Columbia 
and 34 departments and agencies 
of the federal government. 

A university president, speaking 
about parental responsibility, said 
we “must impart to youth a sense 
of identity, a unity of concept and 
a singleness of purpose” and that 
this can be done alone by the fam- 
ily “because this function of its 
very nature, involves love, affection 
and the security of respect.” 

Marine Corps Chaplain Vincent J. 
Lonergan, who landed with the 
marines at Iwo Jima in World War 
II, stated that “unless American 
youth understand the spiritual 
meaning of democracy and the prov- 
idential mission of America in to- 
day’s world, they cannot be expected 
to die for America—or even live for 
ny 

The chaplain told the delegates 
that “far too many of our youth 
have been led to believe that patri- 
otism is a phoney virtue and that 
military service is an _ intolerable 
burden to be avoided as a plague 

. to be carried out grudgingly, 
without pride, without honor.” 

A statement from the youth sec- 
tion of the conference declared that 
“education of youth is the role of 
the family” and “we recognize the 
disintegration of the family unit in 
American culture called for re-em- 
phasis of the family as a central force 
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for democracy. This will promote 
facilitation of communication be- 
tween adults and youth within the 
family circle, the schools and re- 
ligious institutions.” 


For Church Mailings 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States Post Office will issue a 1%- 
cent stamped envelope bearing a 
likeness of Benjamin Franklin on 
June 25 to be 
used for bulk 
mailings by 
churches and 
non-profit organ- 
izations after 
July 1 when the 
rate is advanced. 
First day of sale 
will be at a phil- 
atelic convention 
in Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Religious organizations requiring 
the new envelopes to prepare for 
their regular mailings may obtain 
in advance through special arrange- 
ments with local postmasters. 





—RNS 


@ McCord Is Speaker 


NRPC Awards Given 
To Periodicals, RNS 


PHILADELPHIA—Three daily news- 
papers and a monthly family mag- 
azine received awards of merit and 
Religious News Service a_ special 
citation at the annual awards ban- 
quet of the National Religious Pub- 
licity Council. 

The presentations were made here 
at the NRPC’s 31st annual conven- 
tion. 

Recipients of the awards were 
the Chicago Daily News, The Miami 
Herald, The Seattle (Washington) 
Times and the Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal. 

The citation to RNS was accepted 
by Lillian R. Block, managing edi- 
tor. The news service was cited for 
its “outstanding service rendered to 
organized religion through the pur- 
suit of impartial journalism, and as 
a testimony to its continued efforts 
in behalf of all faiths to advance 
the spiritual life of the nation.” 

James M. Flanagan, associate edi- 
tor of The Christian, is a member of 
the National Awards Committee. 
He was a member of the Conven- 
tion’s Resolutions Committee and is 
a former vice-president of NRPC. 

The religion editors of the three 
dailys were made Fellows of the 
NRPC. They were: David R. Meade 
of The Chicago News, A. Don Taft 


of the Miami Herald and Lano Smith 
of The Seattle Times. 

As a family publication, the Coun- 
cil said the Ladies’ Home Journal 
“recognizes the importance of the 
churches and synagogues in support- 
ing a high type of family life.” 


The citation to RNS declared that 
for nearly three decades the agency 
“has been feeding religious news to 
newspapers, magazines, wire serv- 
ices, radio and other media.” 


“Religious News Service, which 
disseminates news of all faiths, im- 
partially and objectively, has earned 
the gratitude of all of us in the 
area of public relations for religious 
agencies,” the Council stated. 

The NRPC represents some 450 
men and women engaged in reli- 
gious publicity, journalism, public 
relations and literature production. 

As the world sees the Church, it 
is too often “a collection of the smug 
and pious, a Republican party of 
prayer,” Dr. James I. McCord, pres- 
ident of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary, told the National Religious 
Publicity Council. 

He added to this the criticism 
that “church congregations tend to 
have too many ruts and too much 
conservatism to meet the challenges 
of our revolutionary era.’ It is too 
often forgotten, he said, “that Christ 
was a revolutionary who turned the 
first century upside down.” 


“CENTURY” OUTSPOKEN 
“Bigot” Cuss Word 


CHICAGO (RNS)—An end to polit- 
ical name-calling by use of such 
words as “bigot,” “bigotry” and 
“bigoted” and a moratorium on big- 
otry itself was urged by the Chris- 
tian Century, undenominational 
Protestant weekly published here. 

In the lead editorial of its April 
27 issue, the magazine said the 
danger that religious differences may 
divide the country will be lessened 
if such words are no longer used. 


“In today’s politics,” the editorial 
declared, “these terms are publicly 
applied only to Protestants. Almost 
anything a Protestant may say in 
relationship to religion and politics 
is brushed aside as ‘bigotry.’” 





NEw YorK—Fritz Kreisler, 85, and 
the famed violinist’s wife, Harriet, 
90, received decorations from Pope 
John XXIII in a ceremony at the 
musician’s home here conducted by 
Francis Cardinal Spellman, Arch- 
bishop of New York. 
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CARE Self-Help tools are aiding this Greek refugee, who 
only recently returned from Soviet Russia, to rebuild 
his life by clearing the little plot allotted to him, build 


From Tools: Music! 
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OOLS that clink, like a rake when it strikes 
= stone . . . tools that thump, like a heavy 
axe whacked into a log of wood .. . tools that 
make a clickety-clack sound, like a sewing machine 
busily making dresses for little girls—these tools, 
used in underdeveloped areas of the world every- 
where, are playing a symphony of sounds that 
inspires gratitude toward Americans. 

The tools are being given through CARE to 
needy people abroad by private American citizens. 
CARE began its work with food packages for the 
hungry overseas—packages that have become 
famous all over the world for having brought 
new life and hope to millions. Food continues as 
a major part of CARE’S service, but now the 
Self-Help program fills eager hands with the means 
to build a better life. 

How does it work? The case of 55-year-old 
Artos Leysa in the Philippines is a good example. 
When the Japanese invaded his island in 1942, 
Artos became a guerrilla fighter on the side of the 
Allies. At war’s end, Artos’ group still controlled 
the mountains. Now to earn a living. 

But how? As a mill worker or farmhand, he 
often earned as little as 50 cents a day. When 
Artos and a group of fellow veterans took to the 
hills again—this time to clear some land of its 
thick, bristling bushes, then start a farm—the 
group had to work 12 hours a day, sometimes with 
bare hands, always with nothing better than crude 
wooden tools. Artos could clear only one-fourth 
of an acre for cultivation. 

His wife, to feed herself and their three chil- 
dren, worked in somebody else’s field—but earned 
only 20 cents a day! 

For four years, Artos struggled on in this way. 
Was there no solution? Was starvation the an- 
swer? How can one farm land without tools? 

In May, 1958, came one of the most joyous 
pieces of news that Artos had heard in 16 years. 
American people, through CARE, were giving him 
a work animal to help him cultivate more land. 

A new life began for Artos. Within six months 


AN ITALIAN FARM GIRL shows her delight over the 
ample harvest which resulted from the planting of 
American hybrid corn supplied by CARE as part of its 
Self-Help program. CARE Photo 


a dwelling, and take the land under cultivation. 


of intensive work, he had five full acres under 
cultivation. In place of the nine sacks of rice he 
produced in 1957, he had 75 sacks in 1958. 

Recently, Artos explained what the CARE 
animal had done for him: “It changed me from a 
starving man to a contented man.” 

Elsewhere in the Philippines—and in Greece, 
Israel, India, Pakistan, West Germany, Hong Kong 
and other areas of need—American farm imple- 
ments, work animals, sewing machines and educa- 
tional tools are giving millions of people the op- 
portunity to raise themselves above their misery. 
The clanks, thumps, clickety-clacks of their tools 
create a music more inspiring than any band 
march. It’s a music that inspires hope among 
those who had no hope, rich satisfaction among 
Americans who know what their dollars are doing. 










































“And God Saw That tt Was 





“There, that’s the last one.” 
I brushed.a lock of damp hair 
from my eyes as I handed John 
the last carton to be stowed 
away in the deep freezer. “We'll 
have lots of strawberry short- 
cake this winter, anyway. This 
is the third night of packing. 
My, we sure got a lot of berries 
off that little patch.” 

“I’m proud of our crop. I’m 
pretty proud of my wife’s straw- 
berry shortcake, too.”” My hus- 
band grinned at me over the 
freezer. 

“Let’s celebrate tonight and go 
to the concert.” I said. ‘We’ve 
surely earned a celebration with 
this week’s work.” 

“But tonight’s prayer-meeting 
night,” answered John. 

“We can miss one night, can’t 
we, Honey?” 

“We-ell, I suppose so. We 
didn’t go last week, remember, 
because we were at Stan’s birth- 
day party, and we missed church 
last Sunday by going to the 
beach. We haven’t, either one 
of us, accepted many church 
duties this summer, either. Chris, 
do you think we are drifting 
away from church and Sunday 
school?” 

“Of course not, John. It’s 
just that we do need recreation 
and—” I paused, thoughtfully, 
as I watched my husband walk 
slowly out of the kitchen. 

“‘T'm going to take a shower, 
Chris. We'll do whatever you 
decide.” 

I followed him into the living 
room and saw him disappear in 
the direction of the bedrooms. 
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I looked around at the lovely 
furnishings of the room and felt 
a thrill of prideful possessing. 
Admiring the lines of the small 
Duncan Phyfe table before the 
picture window, I noticed the 
slow swishing of a long fluffy 
white tail. My feet sank softly 
into the rich pile of the carpet 
as I walked toward the spot. 

“No, no, Jenny, you mustn’t 
sit there,’ I pushed a large white 
cat from her perch against the 
family Bible. The Bible had been 
a gift to “us” from my husband 
on our wedding day and contained 
the priceless record of the cere- 
mony. I touched the _ beloved 
Book and looked down at our 
spoiled but beautiful cat. Sud- 
denly, as I saw her looking at 
me solemnly, I was carried back 
to a memory of my girlhood. It 
was a memory of a Bible, a cat, 
and evening prayer. 

Fragments of memory built up 
in my mind until I was once 
more in the old-fashioned parlor 
of my father’s farm house and 
could hear his characteristic bid 
for attention. 

“Har-rumph, har-rumph!”’ 

He raised his eyes from the 
Book he was holding in his two 
hands. The worn old _ Bible 
looked completely in harmony 
with the hands that were grasp- 
ing it reverently. They were 
hands that were knuckle-knarled 
by the arduous toil of the dirt 
farmer. 

Father’s snapping black eyes 
looked upon the members of his 
family as they sat in a loose 
circle. First, there was Elijah, 


the least of his brood, who was 
at the moment reaching furtively 
for Pearl’s long blonde pigtail. At 
his father’s ‘“Har-rumph!” he 
dropped his hand, straightened 
up in his chair, mischief still 
lurking in his sparkling eyes. 
Pearl sat pert and prim, her 
eyes meeting those of her father 
with beguiling innocence. 

Next to Pearl was Wes, then 
Mother. Mother was a serene 
little women. Her work-worn 
hands rested quietly in her lap 
while her gentle grey eyes re- 
garded Father gravely. Beside 
Mother, sat Rachel, the most 
spiritually-minded of all Father’s 
children. When I felt Father’s 
eyes pass from Rachel to me, I 
realized, guiltily, that my 
thoughts had not been on family 
worship. 

I thought, instead, of the 
mountain of work the morrow 
would bring. In addition to the 
care of the chickens and other 
chores that were left to the wom- 
enfolk, the hayers were com- 
ing. I thought of the great 
platters and bowls of food that 
would have to be prepared and 
placed on the long kitchen table 
for the haying hands at noon 
and again at the evening meal. 

The cooking—oh, the cooking 
that had to be done! Impatiently, 
I thought of the unfinished rug on 
the great loom in the kitchen. 
I knew that after worship and 
after the rest of the family was 
in bed, Mother would go to the 
loom and work as long as her 
weary body would permit. There 
was a never-ending demand for 
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her exquisitely done, hand-loomed 
rugs. How could Mother work 
so hard, be so patient, never 
have time for play, and still feel 
like having worship? In spite 
of my rebellious thoughts, I 
raised my eyes reluctantly, obedi- 
ently, to hear my father’s words 
as he read from the yellowed 
old pages. 

“*And God said let the earth 
bring forth the living creature 
after his kind—’”’ Father broke 
off unexpectedly, and his eyes 
started to crinkle at the corners 
with a suggestion of a smile as 
he stared at a spot behind 
Mother’s chair. Elijah and Pearl 
giggled. Wes extended his hand, 
wiggled his fingers, beckoned, and 
whispered. 

“Come, , kitty, 
kitty.” 

Tabby, the family cat, who had 
recently set up housekeeping be- 
hind the huge old kitchen range, 
walked majestically into the cir- 
cle, a tiny sightless kitten dan- 
gling beneath her chin. She 
stepped toward the middle of the 
floor. Mother gestured for the 
children to be quiet and rose to 
remove the disturbing influence, 
but Father said: 


“Let be, let be, Mother. Per- 
haps she wishes to listen and 
praise God, also.” 

Suddenly, it came to me. God 
made Tabby. God made us all. 
He gave us our bountiful harvest. 
Tomorrow and tomorrow’s work 
are not important. Neither does 
it matter about time for play. 
What is important is that we 


kitty. Here 
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have today—tonight—now, to 
praise God and thank Him. for 
His goodness. Father is right 
about Tabby, too. She is pleas- 
ing in His sight, for “. . . God 
made the beast after his kind 
and God saw that it was good.” 


Mother resumed her seat and 
the two little ones smothered 
their giggles behind chubby 
hands. Tabby, not in the least 
perturbed, placed -her kitten in 
the middle of the circle and hur- 
ried out of the room. She re-en- 
tered carrying another little fel- 
low and placed him beside the 
first. She went out again. When 
she returned with a third, we 
knew it would be the last. These 
were her first babies and she had 
only borne three. She sat down 
beside the squirming balls of fur, 
gave each one a hasty lick with 
little pink tongue, then looked 
up at Father and utter a pleased 
“Meow,” as though to say: 

“We are all here, now. You 
can go on with the service.” 


by freida L. Mitchell 


» 

I smiled as my mental picture 
faded and I returned to the 
present. I was once more aware 
of Jenny’s big green eyes re- 
garding me, and I picked her up 
and gave her a grateful hug— 
grateful because of the memory 
she had evoked. 


With an enlightened heart, I 
again observed the beauty of the 
room and allowed my eyes to 
see beyond the open kitchen door, 
where stood the freezer filled 
with many good things to eat— 
food obtained with a minimum 
of effort on my part. How blind 
can one be? 

My immense pride began to 
dwindle, and in its stead I felt 
an urgent need to give thanks 
unto the Lord. I hurried into 
the hallway and met my hus- 
band, freshly showered and 
shaved. He must have known 
what my decision would be, for 
he smiled and said: 


“Better hurry, Chris. We don’t 
want to miss the opening hymn.” 


ALCHEMY OF LOVE 
by Ida Elaine James 


Then will the dawning rays of a glorious age 
Kindle the driving power of dreams, 


Freshening 


breezes turn a glamorous page 
Where beauty is as beauty seems. 


Then will unfit endings melt away, 
Lost in the light of ideality, 

Love and loveliness outlive the day 
And flower on through immortality. 


When love achieves its alchemy with all, 
When ignorance and hate are banned! . 

That day is drawing near, though shades appal, 
As love reveals the Promised Land. 
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“Where 


Scripture: Matthew 6:1-13. 

HERE is a popular television 
ete which has_ three 
persons making the same claim, 
with only one really telling the 
truth. Although the work which 
the person claims to do is often 
very skilled or unusual, it is still 
difficult to tell which of the per- 
sons might be best suited to that 
work. 

The same thing happens in re- 
ligious practices. When you see 
two people praying or contribut- 
ing money to Christian work, it 
is almost impossible to judge 
whether one or both are really 
sincere about what they are do- 
ing. Of course, we do not have 
to judge. That is not our pre- 
rogative. So the lesson today 
concerning sincerity in religious 
practices, is not for the purpose 
of giving us a technique with 
which to discover true and false 
practice on the part of other 
people. 

This lesson is for each one, in- 
dividually. We are expected to 
examine our own practices. They 
may be at fault, on two scores. 
One, we may be wanting to be 
seen of men, as those who are 
discussed in the text. Two, we 
may not care about that, but 
neither may we have any honest 
and genuine feeling of worship 
in our praying and giving. We 
may do it simply because it is 
a habit. 

In the text for our lesson to- 
day, Jesus speaks of the princi- 
ple first and then gives different 
illustrations of it. If we are 
practicing our piety before men, 
“in order to be seen by them,” 
then God is not going to reward 
us in any way. (Matthew 6:1.) 
This is the general principle laid 
down by Jesus. 
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the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


When one is honest with him- 
self, he must admit how difficult 
it is to remove from his thinking 
entirely the question of what 
others will think about him. 

The first example that Jesus 
discusses is the matter of giving 
alms. (Verses. 2-4.) Whether 
this is a figure of speech, I do 
not know, but many people do 
sound trumpets when they make 
a contribution. Such persons 
are “hypocrites.” A hypocrite 
is a person who pretends to be 
something that he is not. If one 
has to be sure that men praise 
him for the good that he does 
and the money he gives, his true 
piety is questionable. 

This isn’t just an ancient prob- 
lem. I know myself how I had 
to face it a good many years ago. 
Due to the fact that I am in 
many places in the course of a 
year, we pay the bulk of our local 
church giving by check. The 





Sincerity in Rel igious Practices 


by the Editor 


other members of the family 
make smaller offerings in addi- 
tion, but the question comes as 
to what I should do when I wor- 
ship in my own congregation. 

Some people scramble franti- 
cally for a little change when they 
see the offering plate coming. 
It does not seem to be proper 
social custom to let it pass. Are 
we afraid that if men do not see 
us give, we will have no reward? 

This is one of the problems 
that comes when a church is 
raising an unusual amount of 
money for a special cause. I 
have seen charts of various sorts 
placed in front of the congrega- 
tion and squares filled in as the 
gifts were promised. This may 
be a good way to get a consider- 
able amount of money, but it 
raises a question about the rela- 
tion of one’s piety to one’s giv- 
ing. I can see how both the poor 
person who could give little and 
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the wealthy person who could 
give much would be embarrassed, 
if they were truly Christian in 
their giving, by public exposure 
of their acts. 

The same principle applies to 
praying. It seems that there 
were people with whom Jesus 
was acquainted that “loved to 
stand and pray in the synagogues 
and at the street corners.’’ (Verse 
5.) The praises of people for 
their well-turned phrases rang 
pleasantly in their ears. But 
this is the only reward that such 
praying receives. 

Perhaps the old story about 
the Boston minister should be 
told once more, at this point. It 
is said, and I think it is true, 
that a Monday morning reporter, 
enthusiastic about the minister’s 


prayer the day before, wrote that 
it was undoubtedly the greatest 
prayer “ever prayed to a Boston 
audience.” Prayers which are 
prayed to people or for people 
to hear give no evidence of true 
sincerity. It is true, of course, 
that the pastoral prayer in the 
congregation needs to be heard 
by the congregation in order that 
a common spirit may go up be- 
fore the throne of God. 

Jesus also warns his followers 
about “empty phrases.” (Verse 
7.) We are not heard for our 
“many words.” If one is praying 
in public, it is well to have the 
prayer well prepared so that mis- 
takes in grammar and pronun- 
ciation do not detract from the 
prayers of the people, rather 
than help them. But if the prayer 


Meaning for Today 


UT your money where your 

mouth is,” goes the crude but 
pointed statement used by people 
to ask for frank sincerity from 
another. I think we Christians can 
ponder the statement with more 
than a little profit. Not only is it 
true that Christians must put their 
money where their mouths are 
but to put right on the line the 
living of their faith as well as to 
speak their beliefs. 

It is easy for us to use the 
time-worn cliches of our tradi- 
tion and lose the significance of 
their meanings. Many times our 
church folk do nothing but re- 
peat in a respectfully religious 
tone the tritisms of a shallow 
faith. 

This bright, space-conscious, 
spiritually hungry world just will 
not accept such a caricature of 
the Christian faith. It is a mat- 
ter of historical fact that men 
will chose the cold logic of an 
atheistic communism over a 
weak, vascillating and intellectu- 
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by William J. Hadden, Jr. 


ally poor Christianity. In this 
neither the Church nor Jesus 
Christ has failed but we who live 
the message insincerely and with- 
out power and conviction. 

No hour in the history of the 
world has needed the dynamic 
and revolutionary gospel of 
Christ as ours. It is imperative 
that we examine the motives not 
only of our local church and the 
world church but of ourselves. 
Spend some time this week ask- 
ing yourself the simple question, 
“How sincere is my faith?” 

A good way to find this is to 
make a list, your own, of what 
being a Christian really means in 
this world. After you have fin- 
ished this list, ask yourself the 
questions immediately on each 
one, “Do I really believe this?” 
“If so, do I practice it each day?” 

Your “S. Q.” (sincerity quo- 
tient) soon will be based on the 
percentage of ‘“yeses’” to your 
answers. 

I would suggest this procedure 


is prepared so that the well-turned 
phrase will gain compliments 
from people, it is simply a col- 
lection of “empty phrases.” 

In this connection, our Lord 
gives our most loved prayer. 
(Verses 9-13.) We cannot dis- 
cuss it in detail in this lesson, 
but it is a perfect illustration of 
the opposite kind of prayer from 
that which Jesus was condemn- 
ing in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Just because it is so perfect, 
we have to be on our guard 
constantly lest even these hal- 
lowed words become “empty 
phrases” to us. There is no 
merit in their repetition, but the 
truly pious person who prays 
these words in sincerity and lives 
accordingly will surely be heard 
and accepted by the Father. 


not only for our individual 
readers but perhaps your church 
school class could make a list of 
some ten or twelve Christian 
principles and then let each take 
his own “S. Q.” test. Remember, 
no cheating! 

One day a tight-rope walker 
came into town and stretched his 
rope between two high buildings. 
A crowd gathered below. He 
planned to push a wheelbarrow 
across the rope and return. 

As he prepared to step out on 
the rope a heckler called out, “Go 
ahead, don’t be scared!” 

The performer stepped back 
and looked down at the man. “Do 
you think I can walk across on 
this rope?” 

“Sure you can,” was the man’s 
reply. 

“Do you think I can push this 
wheelbarrow across without fall- 
ing?” 

“Sure you can,” said the heck- 
ler confidently. 

The performer called the man 
up to the top of the building, 
pointed at the wheelbarrow and 
said, ‘“‘Get in!” 

The world is tired of men who 
speak with confidence, who mouth 
the words of faith and hope and 
love without meaning them sin- 
cerely. Mankind today is Say- 
ing to us, “Get in!” 
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Fun and Fellowship 


On the “Ivernia” 


HEN the “Ivernia” (a Cun- 

ard ship) leaves Montreal 
on July 22, 1960, for the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, friend- 
ships will be formed which will 
be strengthened through prayer, 
worship, discussions and recrea- 
ation. The “Ivernia’” has been 
designated the official ship by 
the World Convention. 

Young people are often criti- 
cized because they resort to the 
same recreation constantly and 
are not as creative as parents 
wish. 

The shipboard recreation wil 
focus on the creative kind. There 
will be a get-acquainted party 
the first day. Folk dancing and 
square dancing will enable stiff 
joints to be loosened and fellow- 
ship to be quickened. Under the 
direction of President Ross Grif- 
feth, who will conduct a “‘Univer- 
sity Afloat’’ there will be travel- 
ogues, lectures and conversations, 
to prepare delegates on what to 
look for and see in various cities 
and countries. 

Those who enjoy the small, 
white, round ball game will want 
to enter the ping-pong tourna- 
ment. Those are good at wield- 
ing the stick will want to push 


the discs in the _ shuffle-board 
tournament. Deck tennis, chess, 
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—The “SS IVERNIA”’ 


by Dr. James L. Stoner 


Director of Recreation, ‘‘IVERNIA’’ 
Pastor, North Christian Church 
Columbus, Indiana 


etc., will put two people into 
competition. 

It is hoped that the creative 
recreation can include play read- 
ing, analysis of Broadway and 
London plays. What are the play- 
wrights saying to the contempo- 
rary situation? What is the con- 
dition of modern man? 

On Sunday evening, July 24, 
the distinguished authority and 
outstanding Disciple leader, Cyn- 
thia Pearl Maus, will be respon- 
sible for a program, “Christ in 
Poetry, Music and Art.” Many 
persons remember, with deep 
gratitude, the programs she con- 
ducted on the “SS Brittanic’’ in 
1935 when 450 delegates were on 
board on their way to the Leices- 
ter Convention. 

In the course of the trip—July 

July 22 to July 28—some 250 
*delegates on the “Ivernia” will 
discover a new depth of Christian 
fellowship. It will be a trip long 
remembered, it will begin friend- 
ships never to be forgotten, and 
it will provide relaxation, rest, 
recreation and something a “tri- 
fle different” than the “leisurely 
pace of a minister, housewife, 
etc.!” 

They say that “a man is as old 
as he feels and a woman is as old 
as she feels like admitting.” 
Recreation will be for all ages and 





conditions. They say, “If you 
want to read current literature, 
read books on electricity!’’ Our 
recreation will be up-to-date and 
creative. 

The other day a man told me he 
was taking his fountain pen to 
the postoffice for a transfusion! 
The fellowship and fun of cre- 
ative recreation will be a good 
transfusion for body, mind, and 
soul. 
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DUTIES 


A nine-year-old girl was 
asked at a Baptist Training 
Union session: “Why were 
the first deacons chosen?” 

She practically broke up 
the meeting with her answer: 
“To take care of the windows 
and organs.” 

WESLEYAN METHODIST 


Conscience is a play-back of 
the small voice that told you 
not to do it in the first place. 


—WALT STREIGHTIFF 


CORRECTION 


If you find a mistake in this 
paper please consider it was 
put there for a purpose. We 
publish something for every- 
one and some people are al- 
ways looking for mistakes. 

CAPITOL CHRISTIAN, 
SACRAMENTO. 


FAMILIAR SIGHT 


“The back door bangs and 
more trouble runs through on 
lithe brown legs.” 

LAURA MARGARET EVANS 
in HAND IN HAND. 


The worst thing that is 
wrong with the younger gen- 
eration is that I’m too old for 
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Dean of Disciples Divinity House 
Speaks at Middlers’ Conference 


Blakemore Notes Theological Climate 


INDIANAPOLIS, I N D.—Theology 
will assume an even greater im- 
portance among Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
during the next few years pre- 
dicts Dean W. B. Blakemore of 
the Disciples Divinity House at 
the University of Chicago. 


Dean Blakemore addressed stu- 
dents and Disciple leaders during 
the annual Middlers’ Conference. 


The conference, held April 19-21, 
was attended by 100 students from 
eight Disciple-related seminaries and 
was designed to acquaint the future 
ministers with the program and 
agencies of the brotherhood. 


Reporting on some study areas of 
the Panel of Scholars, of which he 
is chairman, the Council on Chris- 
tian Unity and other study groups, 
Dean Blakemore said a broad range 
of theological concerns are being 
investigated. 


Pointing out that “Disciples have 
given expression to their ecumenical 
concern more through administra- 
tive and service activities than 
through theological discussion in 
the past few years,” he said he ex- 
pected greater interest in theologi- 
cal avenues to bring the Christian 
church closer to unity. 


The three-day meeting closed 
Thursday with an address by Lowell 
C. Bryant, minister of the University 
Park Christian Church, Indianapolis. 
Dr. Bryant discussed the significance 
of Disciple agencies to the work of 
the local church. 


Seminary students and their wives 
are invited annually to the Middlers’ 
Conference to acquaint them with 
the workings, personnel and plans 
of the missionary, educational and 
administrative agencies of the 
Disciples. 


EDINBURGH FOLDER 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND—A folder 
has been prepared to assist armed 
forces personnel who are Disciples 
to attend the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ here Aug. 2-7. 
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TWO STUDENTS from the Disciples 
Divinity House at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn., talk with 
Dr. Harlie L. Smith, left, president 
of the Board of Higher Education 
of the Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ), between sessions of the 
annual Middlers’ Conference, held 
in Indianapolis. The duo are Rich- 
ard Dulin, Dallas, Texas, and Jo Mc- 
Call of Carrollton, Texas, both sec- 
ond-year students. 





New Bethany Press 
Arrangement 


Books to Australia 


St. Louis, Mo.—Dr. Wilbur H. 
Cramblet has approved details for 
the Austral Printing and Publishing 
Company of Melbourne, Australia, 
to handle all Bethany Press books 
and items of supply on a trade sell- 
ing or jobbers basis in Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Bethany Press books will now 
carry the joint publication imprint 
of the Austral Printing and Pub- 
lishing Company according to D. K. 
Wolfe, director of Bethany Press. 

All new Bethany Press books will 
automatically be shipped in quantity 
to the Austral Printing and Publish- 
ing House, where they have sales- 
men calling on the trade in carry- 
ing on a sales program in these 
countries. 


@ Revised Edition Published 


“What We Believe” 


St. Louis—A revised and ex- 
panded edition of What We Believe, 
a popular book relating to basic be- 
liefs of the Christian Churches, has 
been published by Bethany Press. 

Based on adaptations of a series 
of articles originally published in 
The Christian-Evangelist, the new 
edition includes up-to-date informa- 
tion on recent studies of Disciples 
beliefs, additional resource mate- 
rials and a new chapter discussing 
what Disciples believe about the- 
ology. 

Among the authors of the chap- 
ters are John Paul Pack, minister 
of University Christian Church, 
Seattle, and president of the Inter- 
national Convention in 1958-59; 
Granville T. Walker, minister of 
University Christian Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas, and president of the 
International Convention in 1957-58; 
Hampton Adams, minister of Park 
Avenue Christian Church, New York, 
and president of the International 
Convention in 1947; Perry Epler 
Gresham, president of Bethany Col- 
lege; and Howard Elmo Short, edi- 
tor of The Christian. 

First published in 1956, the vol- 
ume is edited by James M. Flanagan, 
associate editor of The Christian. 

The 1957 edition of What We Be- 
lieve was recently published in 
Spanish. Lo Que Creemos, pub- 
lished within the past few months, 
is now in use by Disciples in Mex- 
ico. The revised edition may later 
be translated for use in other Span- 
ish-speaking countries. 


N. C. Challenge 


KINSTON, N. C.—A North Caro- 
lina minister told delegates to the 
115th Annual Convention of the 
North Carolina Christian Churches 
here that the churches of the state 
have not yet begun to serve all the 
people. 

Urging a concentrated effort dur- 
ing the decade of the Sixties, A. 
Lynn Robbins, minister of the First 
Christian Church, Elizabeth City, 
told the convention delegates that 
the average North Carolina com- 
munity has 41 out of every 100 resi- 
dents who are unchurched. 

Mr. Robbins told the delegates 
that the state convention should 
make every effort to start at least 
20 new Christian Churches in the 
state in communities that do not 
now have them. 
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Young Disciples Minister 
Garden of Gods Speaker 
On Easter Morning 


In The Garden 


COLORADO SPRINGS—Warren M. 
Hile, minister of the First Christian 
Church here, delivered the sermon 
for the 40th annual Easter Sunrise 
Service in the 
Garden of the 
Gods Easter 
morning. 

The service 
from 6 to 7 A.M. 
MST was broad- 
cast coast-to- 
coast over ABC 
radio stations. 
Over 30,000 wor- 
shippers assem- 
bled for the im- 
pressive service 
at the foot of Pikes Peak. 

The Protestant Cadet Choir of 
the United States Air Force Acad- 
emy provided special music. 

Mr. Hile’s predecessor, the late 
Gerald Berneking, was for many 
years chairman of the Ministerial 
Alliance of Colorado Springs Com- 
mittee in charge of arranging for 
the Sunrise Service. G. L. Edie, 
pastor of the First Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, was in 
charge of preparations for the serv- 
ice this year. 

Albert W. Luce, retired minister 





W. M. Hile 


of the Central Christian Church of 
Colorado Springs, originated the 
first Sunrise Service in the Garden 
of the Gods. Dr. Luce often wan- 
dered through the awesome 770 acres 
of strange rock formations, seeking 
inspiration for his sermons. 

Shortly before Easter in 1920 Dr. 
Luce was sitting on a rock near the 
huge natural amphitheater meditat- 
ing over the Easter sermon when 
the idea came to him to have his 
congregation worship at sunrise on 
Easter in this beautiful Garden of 
the Gods. 

Since then the audience has grown 
each year until today it is one of 
the largest attended Easter serv- 
ices in the country. Cars began 
pouring into the Pikes Peak region 
and into the Garden as early as 
three o’clock waiting for the com- 
ing of dawn when the trumpeteers 
signal the call to worship. 

Preceding the broadcast of the 
service the Scripture scene of the 
Easter setting was presented in liv- 
ing characters, portraying the 
events of that early morning many 
years ago. 

“Eternal Life Is Now” was the 
subject of the sermon given by Mr. 
Hile. “Easter tells us two things,” 
Mr. Hile said, “first, that fear, pain, 
adversity, even death itself can be 
overcome; and secondly, that eternal 
life begins now —as we think 
thoughts worthy of being continued 
in the world and do deeds so kind 


and loving and generous as to live 
forever.” 

He stressed “Easter doesn’t 
come but once a year—Easter comes 
whenever the love of God so dwells 
in life—that a human becomes a 
person and a person becomes a 
Christian Easter will come 
when you walk through a valley 
of shadows, and realize that God 
doesn’t send you through, but that 
He walks with you. Easter will 
come when you find, in the mak- 
ing of difficult decisions, the Chris- 
tian life is not an easy way, but 
it is the ONLY SURE WAY. . . Eas- 
ter happens when God dwells in 
you, for Easter begins today and 
leads us to life that is without end.” 





—Stewart Photo 





For Africa Trip... 
Now “Round-the-World” 


Tour Plans Shifted 


INDIANAPOLIS—The tour commit- 
tee of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society has announced a 
change in the itinerary for Section 
I of the Africa Tour scheduled to 
have been in the Belgian Congo 
during the month of June. 

The group will visit the work of 
churches in Japan, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Thailand and India 
before picking up the original itin- 
erary in the Holy Land and Europe. 

This touring party will arrive in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on Aug. 2 to 
attend the World Convention. Fol- 
lowing the convention and _ sight- 
seeing in and near Glasgow, they 
will fly back to New York on Au- 
gust 9. 


Thus the tour section will have 
completed the trip around the world, 
having gathered on the U. S. West 
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Coast on June 6, flying that night to 
Honolulu. The tour section still has 
some openings. 

Information may be obtained by 
writing to the Tour Committee, the 
United Society, 222 South Downey 
Avenue, Indianapolis 7, Ind. 


Dr. Mays at Jarvis 


HAWKINS, TExAS—Commencement 
speaker at Jarvis Christian College 
here on May 22 will be Dr. Ben- 
jamin E. Mays, president of More- 
house College, Atlanta, Ga. 

The Baccalaureate exercise will 
be held that morning with Dr. Cleo 
W. Blackburn, college president, as 
speaker, in the Mary E. Ervin 
Chapel. 

Dr. Mays holds the master of arts 
and Ph.D. degrees from the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. He also has received 
honorary degrees from nine col- 
leges and universities and travelled 
extensively throughout the world. 


EVANGELISM REPORTS 


First Christian Church, CLIFTON 
ForGE, VA., reports six baptisms on 
Easter. 

First Christian Church, YAKIMA, 
WASH., reports 22 were baptized at 
an Easter evening baptismal service. 

Raytown Christian Church, Ray- 
TOWN, Mo., had 11 additions on 
Easter, 40 on Palm Sunday and a 
total of 85 since Jan. 1. 

Handley Meadowbrook Christian 
Church,.FortT WortTH, TEXAS, had 37 
additions April 10 and 17. 

Central Christian Church, DAN- 
VILLE, ILL., had 74 additions Jan. 1 
through April 17. 

Christian Church, ABINGDON, ILL., 
reports 35 baptisms and five trans- 
fers. 

First Christian Church, Mounps- 
VILLE, W. VA., had 34 baptisms and 
four transfers Jan. 1 through Eas- 
ter. 
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Indianapolis Ministers 
Discuss Internal Unity 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The _ Indian- 
apolis Christian Ministers’ Associa- 
tion decided that it would devote 
the programs at three of its regular 
meetings to a discussion of “internal 
unity” among Christian Churches. 

Attendance for the first two ses- 
sions dealing with this subject has 
run around 40, somewhat more than 
the association’s meetings have 
drawn. 


Hear Murch and Owen 


On March 2 the group met at the 
Southport Christian Church, for a 
two-hour session centered in a dis- 
cussion led by two guest speakers. 

The first program on_ internal 
unity, previously, had introduced the 
general aspects of the _ subject 
through a panel. The third program 
will be led by F. W. Wiegmann and 
W. F. Mathis with discussion of the 
topic, “The Nature of the Church 
and Church Membership.” H. C. 
Barnard of East Gate Christian 
Church is program chairman of the 
ministers’ association. 


Murch Speaks 


Talks were given at the March 
meeting by Dr. James DeForest 
Murch, managing editor of Chris- 
tianity Today, and Dr. George Earle 
Owen, executive chairman of the 
division of general departments of 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. 


Sites Wichita Meetings 


Dr. Murch, speaking in behalf of 
a group of congregations often re- 
ferred to as “independent churches,” 
praised efforts at communication be- 
tween so-called “independents” and 
“cooperatives.” He cited two meet- 
ings at Wichita, Kan., as examples. 
He said that 50 persons took part 
in the 1959 Wichita meeting and 
250 persons from 13 states in the 
1960 Wichita meeting. 


Both Dr. Murch and Dr. Owen 
were on the program of the 1960 
Wichita meeting (Feb. 8 to 10). Dr. 
Owen had been asked to speak on 
“Unity and Diversity Among Co- 
operatives” and on “The Reason 
for and the Position of The United 
Christian Missionary Society.” Dr. 
Murch had been asked to discuss 
the topic, “The Alternative to the 
Ecumenical Movement.” 

At Indianapolis, Dr. Murch took 
occasion to trace some history of 
Campbell-Stone followers. He cited 
some of the common ground be- 
tween “independents” and “cooper- 
atives” as well as differences. 
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Biblical Inclusive-ists 


Dr. Murch devoted some time to 
discussing “unfortunate terminol- 
ogy.” He said the topic of his talk 
at Wichita was unfortunate because 
there is no alternative to the ecu- 
menical movement. He added that 
he doubts that so-called independ- 
ents are properly characterized or 
properly categorized by the term, 
“independent.” 


He said that he feels that inde- 
pendents really are “Biblical inclu- 
sive-ists” and constitute the main 
stream of the Campbell-Stone move- 
ment. He said the “cooperatives” 
really are “non-Biblical inclusive- 
ists.” He termed the anti-organ 
Church of Christ group (which split 
from the Campbell-Stone movement 
about 1910) as “non-instrumental 
ecclesiastical exclusive-ists.” 


Theological Differences 


Dr. Murch said the “cooperatives” 
are non-Biblical because they don’t 
accept the scriptures as infallible. 
He urged the groups to communicate 
more and maintain a hope for at 
least better relationships. 


He said some “cooperative” min- 
isters were overcome with “defeat- 
ism” on the matter of internal 
unity, but that none of this is seen 
among “rank and file’ members of 
Christian churches. 

Dr. Owen said that he hopes that 
the bridges that are to be built 
across the existing chasm between 
independents and cooperatives would 
be broad enough to make com- 
munication and better relationships 
possible or possibly fruitful. 

He said that much of the difficulty 
between the groups is upon theolog- 
ical grounds. 


Dr. Owen said that he agrees that 
there is no such thing from a 
practical point of view as an inde- 
pendent congregation because ll 
congregations and all Christians are 
inter-dependent. 


He said that there is a great need 
for a real guarantee of good faith 
in discussions and all negotiations. 
He charged that some independents 
claim to be neutral while acting 
as independents, violating good 
faith. He said that cooperative 
ministers make it clear that they 
belong to the cooperative life of 
the brotherhood. 


No Uniform Organization 


The independents have a _ tend- 
ency to divide and sub-divide among 
themselves, Dr. Owen said. A large 
number of them no longer stress 
the “evils” of organization as or- 
ganization, he said. Some still at- 


tack the United Society, but instead 
of wanting to do away with all 
organization, they would now sub- 
stitute their own organizations for 
mission work. He noted also that 
the independents have organized 
their own convention, missionary 
and educational rallies and colleges, 
publish a ministers’ list and operate 
camps. 

The word, “Church,” Dr. Owen 
said, is used throughout the New 
Testament as a community of Chris- 
tian communities or the total of 
the Christians and Christian con- 
gregations rather than a_ local 
group of worshipers. 


Need—Structure—Function 


And, he added, there is no uni- 
form pattern of organization of the 
work of New Testament congrega- 
tions and apparently no such uni- 
formity applicable to that day and 
this. The only “pattern” is the 
lack of a pattern, it was stated. Dr. 
Owen said succeeding generations 
have required and have sought out 
the most effective plan of organiza- 
tion and methods for their own time. 

Consequently, the speaker said, 
the one-ness of the church can be 
found only in such discoveries as 
the truths that “the message is 
always the same” and that “Jesus 
Christ is always the same.” 

“Organization follows need and 
structure follows function,” Dr. 
Owen added. He said that demo- 
cratic procedures are characteristic 
of the operation of many local con- 
gregations and of cooperative work 
as a whole with accountability and 
acceptance of criticism as keystones 
of the structure.—RoBertT H. Mc- 
NEILL. 


Father Gives Charge 


E. D. Michael Ordained 


ROWLETT, TEXAS—Edwin D. Mich- 
ael was ordained to the Christian 
ministry here at First Christian 
Church Jan. 3. 

A graduate of Phillips University 
and Brite College of the Bible, Mr. 
Michael had served the church for 
the past two and one-half years as 
student minister. 

Edwin G. Michael, father of the 
new pastor and a Christian church 
minister from Springfield, Mo., gave 
the charge to his son. 

The ordination sermon was 
preached by Dr. Charles F. Kemp, 
Distinguished Professor of Chris- 
tian Ministries at Brite College of 
the Bible. 

Since Feb. 7 Mr. Michael has 
been serving as pastor of First 
Church, Newkirk, Okla. 
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San Diego Central Observes 


50th Anniversary 
Of Present Building 


San Dieco, CaLir.—Central Chris- 
tian Church here observed the 50th 
Anniversary of the dedication of its 
present building on March 20. Much 
of the service was a duplication of 
the worship as held on the occasion 
of the original dedication, 50 years 
previous. 

In 1961-62 the congregation will 
celebrate its 75th anniversary as a 
church. 


Arthur Stanley, national director 
of urban work, recently visited the 
church for the second time to help 
the congregation develop a strat- 
egy with some far-reaching de- 
cisions so that the church might 


provide greater service for the 
downtown community. 
Wilbur C. Parry, Jr., has been 


called as minister of Christian edu- 
cation. Heber H. Pitman is pastor 
of the church. 





New in California 


TEMPLE CITY (CALIF.) CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH dedicated this new build- 
ing on January 17. In addition to 
the $175,000 new sanctuary, the con- 
gregation also completely remodeled 
the congregation’s existing facilities 
including the fellowship hall which 
was dedicated in 1957. Dr. Wesley 
P. Ford, pastor of Central Church, 
Pasadena, and president of the 
Southern California State Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches, was the 
dedicatory speaker. Dennis Savage 
is pastor of the church. The choir 
loft and organ are at the rear 
upper level of the building. 
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SOUTHPORT HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH dedicated this first unit of 
its building program on March 20. 
Located at Southport, in the suburbs 
of Indianapolis, Ind., the new con- 
gregation held its first services last 
Oct. 25. N. Gene Carlson is the pas- 


tor. This multiple purpose building 

will be divided into classrooms after 

the second unit is constructed which 
is scheduled for next year. 





MRS. JAMES M. CANTRELL, oldest 
living charter member of the Boyd 
Memorial Christian Church, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., sets fire to mortgages 
in celebration of payment of loans 
to the Board of Church Extension 


amounting to $42,000. Looking on 
is David A. Rowand, pastor. 


@-- CAPSULES 


MK Mr. 


sionaries 


and Mrs. Lloyd D. Sanders, mis- 
with the Brazil Christian Mission, 
have gone to the new city of BRASILIA 
which will soon become the capital city of 
BRAZIL. A building 
“super blocks"’ 
ness palace, has been given to the mission 


site, located two 


from the presidential busi- 


for the purpose of church construction. 


A Dr. and Mrs. Donald Baker report that 
there were over 1100 baptisms in the MON- 
DOMBE, BELGIAN CONGO, church in 1959. 


School enrollments 


are high and a new 
record was sgt in the hospital when 275 
babies were delivered. 
SK First Christian Church, NAPLES, FLA., 


observed Feb. 21 with a laying of the corner- 
stone and service of dedication for a new 
sanctuary. Among the items placed in the 


cornerstone was a copy of The Christian. 


Robert Shaw, minister of First Church, 
Miami, Fla., delivered the dedication §ser- 
mon. C. Howard Matheny is minister of 


the Naples church. 


4K Opportunities 
for 142 married and 


are available this summer 


single seminary and 
college students to participate in a Christian 
ministry at the national parks. For informa- 
A Christian Ministry in the 
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tion write to: 
National Parks, 
YORK 27, N. Y. 


Drive, 


WK Dr. Kelly O'Neall was the preacher for 
the Council of Churches in SALT LAKE CITY 
during the week preceding Easter. Dr. O'Neall, 
who retired Jan. 1 from pastorate of Central 
Church, DENVER, COLO., will lead a party 
of 24 people on a 68-day tour of Europe, 
including attendance at the World Conven- 
tion in Edinburgh. 


Ma Dr. A. Dale president of the 
United Christian Missionary Society, was 
guest speaker at the annual Mission Emphasis 
Day at Third Christian Church, PHILADELPHIA, 
PA., on Jan. 24. Melecio Apolonio, pastor 
of La Hermosa Christian Church, New York 
City, and a group of 30 members from that 
congregation, also participated in the day's 
activities. In addition on that date, 12 sets 
made by the CWF, 
were dedicated for use by churches in the 
Belgian Congo under the direction of Third 
Church's living link missionary, Ronald Ander- 
son. 


Fiers, 


of communion linens, 


MK The Christian Board of Publication, ST. 
LOUIS, MO., of The Christian, 
recently received $5,150.00 from the estate 
of Miss Imo W. Evans, a former employee of 
the Board as a Christian Literature Consult- 
ant. Other organizations receiving funds 
included First Christian Church, Lathrop, Mo., 
and the Pension Fund of Christian Churches, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


publishers 
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— Great Musician 





“It is quiet in the sanctuary—now 
a breathless quiet—minutes ago the 
sanctuary reverberated with the 
hallelujah of voices singing, but in 
the quietness of the moment, the 
composer found the supreme com- 
pliments of greatness. The people 
sensed the creative power of God 
in this presentation.” 

These words describe the wor- 
shipers at First Christian Church, 
Valdosta, Ga., as the final strains 
of “The Beautitudes” floated into 
the recesses of beautiful memories. 

Honored by this period of silence 
was the church’s choir director, 
James A. Dasher, for it was his com- 
position that the choir had just pre- 
sented. However, this experience 
was not new at Valdosta’s First 
Christian Church, for the congrega- 
tion has become accustomed to ex- 
pect great choral music from the 
pen of this native son. 

Mr. Dasher has had three full- 
length cantatas published. One of 
them is a dramatic number titled 
“Joseph in Egypt” which tells of 
his coat, his slavery and his ruling 
position in the land of the Nile. A 
second cantata, “The Nativity,” is 
a Christmas work describing the 


Mr. Gray is pastor of First Chris- 
tian Church, Valdosta, Ga. 
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and Composer 


..- James A. Dasher 


James A. Dasher at the console of the or- 


gan, First Christian 


events accompanying the birth of 
Jesus. The other selection of major 
importance is “The Resurrection” 
which deals with the entry into 
Jerusalem, the Last Supper, the 
Trial, the Crucifixion and the Resur- 
rection of Christ. 

Born in Valdosta in 1897, James 
A. Dasher showed a marked talent 
for music at an early age. He at- 
tended Vanderbilt University at 
Nashville and received the B.M. de- 
gree from the American Conserva- 
tory in Chicago. Later he studied 
at the Chicago Musical College. 

Returning to his home community 
he became instructor in piano and 
organ at Valdosta State College. 
Later he was named director of 
music at Emory University’s junior 
college also in Valdosta. During 
this period of his life he composed 
and had published many composi- 
tions including anthems, glee club 
numbers, organ pieces and violin 
solos. 

Mr. Dasher retired from active 
teaching and assumed the director- 
ship of the choir at First Christian 
Church. He and his sister had 
donated the pipe organ for the 
church’s new sanctuary. 

A descendant from a long line of 
Christian Church lay leaders, he 
perhaps might be called a Disciple 


Church, Valdosta, Ga. 


composer. As early as 1840, his 
great-great-uncle, Christian Herman 
Dasher, formed a group who wor- 
shiped in private homes. Later his 
great-grandfather, James Abraham 
Dasher, built a school house just 
south of Valdosta which was also 
used for worship. In 1865 this same 
ancester gave a lot in Valdosta 
where a small wooden Christian 
Church was erected. 

In the church which was built 
in 1900 the principal stain-glass 
window was a memorial to James 
Arnold Dasher, grandfather of the 


composer. His father, James Alex 
Dasher, likewise was an _ active 
churchman in First Christian 
Church. 


Ralph Juske, editor-in-chief of Wil- 
lis Music Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, re- 
cently stated: “We consider James 
Dasher as one of the foremost com- 
posers of sacred choral works. His 
style of writing grasps the full 
meaning of sacred text and his 
ability to wed these with music of 
a worshipful nature is a distinct 
contribution to all Christian 
churches.” 

It is hoped by his friends that Mr. 
Dasher will continue to employ his 
great gifts of composition to the 
field of church music to further 
Christian unity through music. 
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ERNEST M. LIGON 





A practical description of the individ- 
ual roles of fathers and mothers in the 
home. Based on studies conducted by the 
Character Research Project. 


“This book is worth its weight in gold 
Do you need some help in under- 
standing yourself and your role as a 
father or mother? . What things in 
family life can the father ... the mother, 
do best? When father and mother dis- 
agree, who is generally right? Do you 
think you know? You might be wrong! 
. . . Here is a practical book, marve- 
lously written. It may transform your 
family. Also recommended for preach- 
ers, ministers of education, Sunday School 
and Training Union workers . . . 
Dr. Findley B. Edge, Professor at the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Lexington, Ky. 


Price $1. 25 each. 


In lots of 5 or more $1.00. 


THE CHARACTER RESEARCH 
PROJECT 
UNION COLLEGE 
SCHENECTADY 8, NEW YORK 


FILL OUT COUPON AND MAIL TO ABOVE 


c 
Please send copies of PARENT ROLES, HIS 
AND HERS. 
Name : 
(Please Print) 
I sits nccenscsctctcsinailelbioetNaeiiniansaitsattiiatinicteaa 





City and State... 
O Bill me 


( Check or money order enclosed 
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Veteran Minister Writes 


Australia’s Debt 


To American Missions 
By I. A. Paternoster 


WooLwIcH, N. S. W., AUSTRALIA— 
In the issue of Leaven just to hand 
from Indianapolis I note it is 40 
years since the several committees 
united to form The United Christian 
Missionary Society. It has been 
pleasing to note the development 
of the brotherhood during that 
period and to mark the extensive 
building program that has been car- 
ried out during the past decade. 

It has occurred to me that your 
readers of today might be inter- 
ested to know the part the Foreign 
Christian Missionary Society played 
in the encouragement given the 
Overseas Mission work of our 
Australian churches. It was due to 
contacts made with leaders and 
missionaries of the F. C. M. S. that 
the inspiration came to our brother- 
hood to enlarge its vision and pur- 
sue an active part in helping ful- 
fill the command of Christ to go 
into all the world with the good 
news of His redemptive work. 

The first forward movement 
came following the visit of G. L. 
and Mrs. Wharton, who, in 1889, 
at the end of their first furlough, 
spent some time in Sydney, Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide en route to 
America. Enthusiasm deepened 
and in 1891 Miss Mary Thompson 
went to Harda to work in coopera- 
tion with missionaries of the F. C. 


Mr. Paternoster, a graduate of 
The College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Ky., about 50 years ago, recently 
retired from an active ministry of 
over half a century in Australia. 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1958 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 





CHAPMAN 
COLLEGE 


ORANGE, CALIFORNIA 





Applications for Fall Semester 
Now Being Accepted 


For Information, Contact: 
Director of Admissions 
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M. S. but was supported by the 
Australian churches. Miss Thomp- 
son continued at Harda until 1934. 

Further links were established 
when Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Davey 
went to Tokyo in Japan. Mr. 
Davey had gone to America for 
training and was sent to Japan in 
1889, his support being taken over 
by Australia in 1901 and continued 
for 18 years. 

In 1901 Miss Rosa Tonkin went to 
Shanghai and was there associated 
with Mr. and Mrs. James Ware 
whilst A. G. Saunders served under 
the F. C. M. S. in the Philippine 
Islands. 

Further inspiration came to the 
work as a result of the visit of Dr. 
W. E. and Mrs. Macklin of China 
in 1914 and prior to that the visits 
of Archibald McLean (1896) and 
F. M. Rains (1910). During World 
War II Herman Reynolds and his 
wife and Will Hall and his wife 
were forced to spend some weeks 
here awaiting passage to India and 
Dr. and Mrs. Goulter awaiting pas- 
sage back to America from China. 

It has been my privilege to be 
associated with our overseas work 
since my return from Lexington, 
Ky., in 1908 and much of the in- 
spiration of my life came from 
contacts made whilst in college 
with leaders and missionaries. 

As a student I heard Archibald 
McLean and G. L. Wharton and Dr. 
Royal J. Dye. I had as class- 
mates Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Ogden, 


Mr. and Mrs. John Lord, D. C. 
McCallum, A. F. Hensey, H. C. 
Hobgood, W. R. Holden, R. S. 


Wilson, G. B. Baird and C. A. Plop- 
per. 

It was my joy in 1916-17 to visit 
our Australian mission stations in 
India and whilst there also visited 
Harda where we met Miss Thomp- 
son, W. H. Scott, Dr. and Mrs. C. C. 
Drummond and N. J. Sharp. At 
Jubbulpore we met Mr. and Mrs. 
O. J. Grainger, Dr. and Mrs. W. 
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Harner. 
At Damoh we met Dr. and Mrs. 
McGavran, Miss Franklin and Miss 
Griffith. Mr. and Mrs. Benlehr were 
out in the country but sent their 
son Robert in on his bicycle with 
a piece of venison. We later spent 
a day at Bilaspur where we were 
entertained by Dr. Crozier and Miss 
Kingsbury. 

The above contacts with our 
American brethren have done much 
to strengthen our Australian work 
and news supplied through your 
valued paper and from time to 
time by my son, Ira A., Jr., of the 
Resources Department of The United 
Christian Missionary Society, have 
kept me alive to the strength and 
vision of the brotherhood at large. 
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GOD AND COUNTRY AWARDS were 
recently given to Scouts Mike (left) 
and Keith Taylor, members of the 
East Christian Church, Markleville, 
Ind. They are sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Taylor, Anderson, Ind. 
Standing behind the Scouts are Rob- 
ert Ordway, former minister, and 

Mrs. John Redmond, counselor. 


New Zealand Churches 
Aid Refugee Year 


DUNEDIN, NEW ZEALAND—Since 
1944 New Zealand has assisted the 
needy of other nations through the 
Council of Organizations for Relief 
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Service Overseas. 

The organization averages about 
£500,000 worth of goods to the hun- 
ger spots of the world each year. 

When the appeal for the World 


Refugee Year was received, CORSO 


was asked to organize the program 
and within a few weeks raised £100,- 
000. By the end of 1959 £150,000 
was secured; the group is seeking 
£75,000 by June 1. 

A strong outcry has been heard 
here as a result of the decision of 
the Rugby Football Union to ex- 
clude the presence of Maoris on 
the New Zealand team that is 
scheduled to tour South Africa this 
year. It is understood that the 
union did not wish to subject the 
colored athletes to the segregation 
indignities prevailing in that coun- 
try. 

The cause of Christian unity was 
advanced considerably through a 
conference at Feilding in February. 
For the first time representatives 
from the Anglican Church met with 
those from the Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, Congregational and Churches 
of Christ (Disciples). The proposed 
basis for union will be ready this 
year for presentation to assemblies 
and conferences. 

Within the brotherhood a plan of 
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unified finance has been approved 
by all the departments and will be 
voted upon at the annual confer- 
ence scheduled to be held at Nelson. 
It was here at Nelson that Thomas 
Jackson began the first work of 
the Churches of Christ (Disciples) 
in New Zealand 116 years ago. A 
memorial of this event will be un- 
veiled.—A. L. HADDON. 


New Church in Phoenix 


PHOENIX, ARIZ.—The new Ingle- 
side Christian Church (Disciples), 
here received 57 charter members 
into its fellowship at a special serv- 
ice on March 6. 

The congregation has been estab- 
lished in conjunction with the De- 
partment of Church Development 
of the Arizona Society of Christian 
Churches and in cooperation with 
the brotherhood of Disciples of 
Christ. 

A three-acre site has been pur- 
chased for $35,000. Some temporary 
buildings have been remodeled to 
house the congregation until the 
first unit of the new plant can be 
erected. 

Ray Allen is serving as the or- 
ganizing pastor. 


Beauti y your 


Special P rograms 


Beautify the worship services and special programs 
of your church with these full-color church bulletins. 
At little cost, you can add significance to the special 
services of Children’s Day, World Communion Sun- 
day, Christian Higher Education Day, and Freedom 
and Democracy Sunday. The bulletins are beauti- 
fully lithographed on high-quality paper, which is 
ideally suited for mimeographing, multigraphing, 
multilithing, or printing. Pages 2, 3 and 4 are 
blank for printing local services and announcements. 
Delivered flat, they fold to 514” x 814”. Order 
one month in advance for sure delivery. $2 per 
100, $8 per 500, $14 per 1,000. 
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CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, 
St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Please send me the following: 


(0 65A381, Children’s Day (1 65A382, Christian Higher 


(0 658347, Freedom and Education Day 
Democracy Sunday C0 658305, World Com- 
munion Sunday 
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$50,000 Anonymous Gift 
Transylvania College 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Transylvania 
College here recently received a 
$50,000 anonymous gift for use to- 
ward the construction of its William 
M. Haupt Humanities Building. 

In announcing the receipt of the 
gift, Dr. Irvin E. Lunger, president 
of the college, stated that “this new 
gift assures the start of construc- 
tion of the new building this 
spring.” 


Phillips University's Chief 


“THE GREAT WHITE FATHER” 
of Phillips University, Enid, Okla., 
became Chief Hoontigah when Dr. 
Eugene S. Briggs was recently made 
an honorary ceremonial chief of the 
Ohomo war clan of the Kiowa In- 
dian tribe. Adjusting the scarlet 
red, black and white Eagle head- 
dress is the ceremonial Chief Mark 
Keahbone with Chief White Horse 
in the background. Hoontigah 


(pronounced Hoe-owntee-gah) 
means “big road” or “the one who 
Briggs’s great 


leads the way.” Dr. 








@ COLUMBIA, 
Christian Fellowship 
come into being when four student 
movements—Disciples Student Fel- 


Mo.—United Campus 
(UCCF) will 


lowship (International Convention 
of Christian Churches), Student Fel- 
lowship Council (Evangelical United 
Brethren Church), United Student 
Fellowship (United Church of 
Christ), and Westminster Student 
Fellowship (United Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A.)—meet for a uniting 
assembly here at Stephens College, 
Aug. 25-Sept. 1, 1960. About 1,200 
persons are expected to attend, 400 
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An initial gift of $250,000 for the 
humanities building was arranged 
in 1958 by Mrs. William M. Haupt 
of New York and Versailles. In Oc- 
tober, 1959, Transylvania receiyed 
a $75,000 anonymous gift from a 
donor who attended South Kentucky 
College, and the new $50,000 anony- 
mous gift plus other funds desig- 
nated to this project brings the total 
given or pledged to $400,000. The 
estimated cost of the new building 
with furnishings and equipment is 
$425,000. 


in Formal Attire 





grandfather was a full-blooded 


Cherokee Indian. 


MAJOR HIGHLIGHT of Lynchburg 
College’s Homecoming Festival was 
the dedication of this new $620,000 
science building, the Thomas Gibson 
Hobbs Memorial Hall, on April 30. 
Stuart A. Saunders, president and 
director of the Norfolk and Western 
Railway Company, was the dedica- 
tory speaker. The building provides 
36,000 square feet of space, includ- 
ing 15 laboratories and eight class- 
rooms and lecture halls. 


of whom will be designated by their 
church organizations as voting dele- 
gates. 


@ HirAM, OHIO—A Christian Voca- 
tions and Guidance Conference was 
held here on the campus of Hiram 
College to present the needs and 
opportunities within the field of 
full-time Christian service to Hiram 
freshmen and sophomores, as well 
as upperclassmen. Leaders _in- 
cluded: Dr. Beauford Norris of 
Christian Theological Seminary, Dr. 
Myron Hopper of The College of the 
Bible, Fred Zacharias of Pilgrim 
Christian Church in Chardon, Ohio, 
and Herald Monroe of the Ohio 
Christian Missionary Society. 





@ EureKA, ILL.—Science graduates 
of Eureka College have recently 
brought new honors to the school 
located here. A study of the origins 
of American scientists reveals that 
of all the colleges and universities 
in Illinois, only Eureka College and 
the University of Chicago are in the 
top fifty in America. 


@ ORANGE, CALIF.—Former Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee of Great 
Britain spoke on “The Future of 
Europe” here at Chapman College 
on March 6. F. H. Gamble, British 
Consul-General in Los Angeles, in- 
troduced Mr. Attlee. The audience 
was given an opportunity to ask 
questions of the speaker following 
his talk. 


@ Des MoINEs, Iowa—Professor 
James J. Fiderlick, originator and 
director of the Drake University 
Theater here, was selected to receive 
the Theta Alpha Phi “Outstanding 
Contribution to Educational Theater 
Award” for last year. The honor 
was bestowed upon Mr. Fiderlick at 
the association’s recent convention 
held in Washington, D. C. 


@ Hiram, OnIo—Dr. J. William Lee, 
associate professor of the Philoso- 
phy of Religion in the Oberlin Grad- 
uate School of Theology, was the 
featured speaker in a Religious Em- 
phasis Day program here at Hiram 
College on March 10. Dr. Benjamin 
Elijah Mays, president of Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, Ga., was*the guest 
speaker for the convocation service 
on the same day. 


@ WILSON, N. C.—A total of 37 stu- 
dents at Atlantic Christian College 
were pledged to the eight Greek let- 
ter organizations on the campus 
here at the conclusion of a special 
rushing period. Of the 37, the four 
sororities on the campus claimed 15 
and the fraternities had 22 pledges. 


@ Fort WortH, Texas—Dr. Gentry 
Shelton, of Texas Christian Univer- 
sity’s Brite College of the Bible, has 
been named chairman of the Pro- 
fessors and Research Section, Divi- 
sion of Christian Education of the 
National Council of Churches of 
Christ in America. The section in- 
cludes some 150 outstanding semi- 
nary and college teachers of reli- 
gious education, research specialists 
and authors. 





BK Valley Christian Church, BIRMINGHAM, 
ALA., broke ground Easter Sunday for two 
new units consisting of a chapel and edu- 
cation building. Estimated cost is $200,000. 
The new structures will be erected on a 
seven-acre site owned by this new congrega- 
tion which was established nine years ago. 
The church membership now exceeds 300. 
Thomas C. Phelps is the pastor. 
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As Far As Bethany 


agnostic who sent for a fellow 
agnostic to comfort and assure 
him in his extremity. The vis- 
itor had nothing to offer his dy- 
ing friend but the admonition, 
“Stick to it, Tom.” But Tom 
feebly answered, “Unfortunately, 
I have nothing to stick to.” 

“And he led them out as far 
as Bethany—and he was parted 
from them.” The _ incarnation 
began at Bethlehem; it con- 
cluded at Bethany. That was as 
far as he could go in his earthly 
career with his disciples. All his 
spoken words, all his deeds of 
mercy and healing, all his acts 
for our redemption and all his 
assurances and promises—as far 
as Bethany. From Bethany his 
disciples were on their own un- 
der the inspiration and guidance 
of his spirit. 

How well I remember the 
morning years ago when our lit- 
tle family sat at the breakfast 
table for the last time as an un- 


(Continued from page 6.) 


separated household. I was leav- 
ing that day for college in a dis- 
tant place. 

My father had seemed to us a 
severe man but he gave his chil- 
dren the best within his power. 
That morning when he said the 
blessing at the table his voice 
broke in sobs. I shall never for- 
get my mother’s face as we 
parted that day. Never again 
was I to enter that home except 
as a guest, even though a son. 

My parents had taken me as 
far as Bethany. All the teach- 
ings of childhood, all the disci- 
plines of youth, all the counsels 
and examples, home habits, 
school habits, church habits. As 
far as Bethany. That was as 
far as my parents could go. From 
there I went on alone into new 
experiences, new _ temptations, 
new disciplines, and they could 
go with me only in memory, in 
spiritual presence, in prayer. 

A mother goes with her daugh- 


ter to the marriage altar. As 
far as Bethany! That is as far 
as she can go. All the influences 
of home, all the expressions of 
marital relationship, all the 
faiths and ideals of motherhood 
will go on from there in memory 
and spirit. From Bethany the 
daughter goes out to make her 
own home, adjust herself to the 
delicate relationship of marriage 
and be the mother of her chil- 
dren. 


And that young man and 
young woman _§ standing this 
spring to receive a diploma on 
commencement day. Again it is 
as far as Bethany! The instruc- 
tion of teachers, the influence of 
the campus, the ideals of the col- 
lege, the example of associates, 
all end at Bethany and begin 
again their unending determina- 
tions. What do our children 
carry with them beyond Beth- 


any? What faiths? What 
ideals? What memories? What 
do the graduates of college 


(Continued on page 29.) 
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Waiting Existence 


Waiting for God. By Simone 
Weil. G. P. Putnam’s Sons (Capri- 
corn Books). 227 pages. $1.25 
(Paper). 


Simone Weil died in 1943 at the 
age of 34. She was born of Jewish 
parents yet remained on the border- 
line of all established religion. She 
caught the imagination of Catholic 
and Protestant, Christian and Jew, 
agnostic and the devout. 

She spoke meaningfully to her 
day and to our own when she said, 
“I feel that it is necessary to me, 
prescribed for me, to be alone, an 
outsider and alienated from every 
human context whatsoever.” She 
was the embodiment of an age 
enamored with the philosophy of 
“Existence.” 

This little volume is divided into 
two parts. The first contains let- 
ters to the Roman Catholic priest, 
Father Perrin. The second contains 
several essays. Her letters reveal 
her love for Father Perrin and her 
temptation to join the Roman 
Church. A sensitive, agonizing soul 
in search of God is mirrored in 
these letters. 

In the essays she makes common 
words like love and justice come 
to life. Concerning justice she says, 
“The supernatural virtue of justice 
consists of behaving exactly as 
though there were equality when 
one is stronger in an unequal rela- 
tionship.” 

A disturbed yet refreshing spirit 
is revealed in this book.—DOoNALD N. 
ANDERSON. 


Thanksgiving and Gratitude 


Thanks Be to God. By Robert 
Rodenmayer. Harper and _ Broth- 
ers. $2.50. 


Robert N. Rodenmayer in his new 
book, Thanks Be to God, lifts up 
a long-neglected emphasis on the 
Christian faith. In the midst of a 
world that has been captured by 
a critical spirit he shows in a re- 
markable way the _ virtues. of 
thanksgiving and gratitude. 

The main thrust of the book is 
the certainty of God and man’s re- 
sponse to his eternal love. The au- 
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Are What You Read’’ 


thor presents the idea that the 
fruits of the spirit are as much a 
result of man’s expression of grati- 
tude to God as is man’s primary 
commitment to God. 

Each chapter is filled with well- 
chosen illustrations, both biblical 
and secular. The book is so well 
illustrated that, if the reader is not 
careful, he becomes so engrossed in 
the illustrations that he loses the 
main thrust of the chapter. 

The theology of the book is void 
of difficult terminology and is beau- 
tifully expressed in simple, practi- 
cal, understandable language. —~ 

The book is well adapted for de- 
votional study. One should not at- 
tempt to read it at one sitting. As 
the reader moves from chapter to 
chapter meditating on each in turn, 
he will be prompted to say over and 
over again, “Thanks Be to God.”’— 
HO.LuIs LEE TURLEY 


Necklace With Jewels 


365 Windows—Two-Minute Medi- 
tations for Daily Use. By Halford 
E. Luccock. Abingdon Press. 239 
pages. $2. 


The writer once spoke of Jamaica 
as “a jewel in the Caribbean neck- 
lace of isles.’ Dr. Luccock’s 365 
Windows is a necklace with 365 
jewels—yea, more, for he is for- 
ever reckless with the jewelry of 
ideas and windows. This is a tiny 
book, made up of small bites, but 
not “fragments,” and contains far 
more than “twelve baskets” of solid 
food. A minister should read only 
small portions at a sitting or his 
mind will be exhausted from rac- 
ing off in forty directions on an- 
other terrific homiletical horse. 

The arrangement into weeks, with 
a theme for each week, generates a 
cumulative impact. The scripture 
opens the door, the meditation 
opens the mind, and the prayer, as 
unadorned as _ the Washington 
Monument, opens the sky. What 
more? Hear a prayer: “... open 
our ears to music. Let us thrill to 
spring’s first flutes and drums, but 
never let us dare forget the bitter 
ballads of the slums.” Look 
through a window: ‘Please excuse 
Johnny’s being late to school this 


morning. Nine o’clock came sooner 
than we expected.” Or, Napoleon 
after the battle of Bautgen, where 
thousands fell: “I lost no one of 
importance.” 

This is an ideal table book— 
breakfast, bedside and communion. 
Its daily use will improve one’s 
candlepower.—JAMES A. LOLLIS 


For the Scholar 


Religion in Plato and Cicero. By 
John E. Rexine. Philosophical Li- 
brary. 72 pages. $2.75. 


This book is a highly specialized 
comparative study of the attitudes 
toward and of the role of religion 
in two little-read books, the Laws 
of Plato and the Laws of Cicero. 

The author first deals with the 
status, the uses, and the functions 
of religion in the Platonic state. He 
demonstrates how to Plato religion 
of a certain kind was “the spinal 
cord of the body politic.’ Then 
in two widely separated chapters he 
discusses the theology behind 
Plato’s use of religion and some- 
thing of the historic battle with 
poetry and mythology which led 
Plato to that theology. 

Less important and requiring less 
time, the author deals with Cicero’s 


attitudes toward religion in two 
chapters, one expounding Cicero’s 
conservative position, the other 


comparing his opinions to current 
Roman practice. 

While this is a commendable 
study, open to any intelligent 
reader, it is largely a work for the 
scholar.—DeELos B. McKown 


Compact Volume 


Treasury of Inspirational Anec- 
dotes, Quotations and Illustrations. 
E. Paul Hovey, compiler. Fleming 
H. Revell Co. 316 pages. $3.95. 


This compact volume is just what 
its name implies: a collection of 
thoughts expressed on various occa- 
sions by some of the all-time “great 
thinkers”’—Einstein, Aristotle, Peter 
Marshall, T. S. Eliot, to name but 
a few—and wonderfully worth read- 
ing for teachers, preachers, public 
speakers.—P. A. 
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Brotherhood News 





Ray Hewitt Writes 


News From Oregon 


Mrs. Pearl Dyer, member of the 
First Christian Church at Milton- 
Freewater, Oregon, died recently. 
She is the mother of a large family 
of sons and daughters, including 
Dr. Charles Edward Dyer,- profes- 
sor at Hiram College. 


A There have been several changes 
in pulpit in Oregon recently. Jim 
Pfouts has moved from the Hermis- 
ton Church to the Sunnyside, Wash- 
ington, church. Jack Hann has left 
the First Christian Church in Hills- 
boro to serve the Lake City Church 
in Seattle, Wash. 

W. C. Piper has moved from the 
First Christian Church in Medford, 
to go to the Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, 
church. Earle Van Slyck has re- 
signed from the Southgate Chris- 
tian Church in Portland and moved 
to Eugene, to finish his studies at 
Northwest Christian Coilege. He 
has taken the pastorage at neighbor- 
ing Coburg. 


A The first Sunday of the New Year 
was marked by a dual ordination in 
Oregon. Jack Triplett and John 
Vaughn were ordained at the First 
Christian Church in Coos Bay. Len 
Fishback of North Bend and Mickey 
Moffett of Lakeside as well as sev- 
eral members of the North Bend 
Christian Church, assisted in the 
service. 


A Mark Rutherford was the guest 
leader at a statewide retreat for 
Oregon men on February 19-21. The 
retreat was held at Crestview, east 
of Portland on the Columbia River 
Highway. 


AA check for $500 was contributed 
by the Christian Builders’ Sunday 
School Class of the Cedar Hill, Ore., 
Christian Church to help build the 
new Lynchwood Christian Church in 
Portland. 

A state-wide drive to raise over- 
and-above funds for the Lynchwood 
project is now under way. 

The Christian Builders’ class bor- 
rowed the $500 from a bank, with 
a year to repay. The president of 
the class, Gene E. Jackson, listed 
the reasons for the unusual step, 
among which are the following: to 
show their faith by their works, to 
show their personal interest in the 
new-church program of the state, to 
be an inspiration to their own 
church, and to increase their faith 
and show God’s help 

The class consists of fifteen young 
couples with growing families. Thir- 
teen of the couples have altogether 
35 children. The members are of 
average financial ability—Ray S. 
HEWITT 
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and university carry beyond 
Bethany? What have the lonely, 
tempted youth in our great cities, 
separated from the old home and 
neighborhood and church, what 
have they to sustain and. direct 


ment of greeting she threw her 
arms about my neck and sobbed, 
“Oh, Father, make sure of God.” 
She had made a long journey 
from Bethany through the chal- 
lenges of science, and the ques- 
tions of historical criticism and 
the arrogance of philosophy and 


them? 
After her first year in college 
my dear daughter returned 
As she came into the 
room where I was, after a mo- 


home. 


After Bethany, 


what? 








3 NEW 
DEVOTIONAL 
BOOKS 








Strength 
for Living 


A DIARY OF DAILY 
DEVOTIONS 
by Hazel T. Wilson 


These daily devotions 
are designed to give 
men and women the 
courage and enthusi- 
asm to live above and 
beyond the frustrating 
problems of the day. 
Arranged in a 31 day 
cycle, each devotion in- 
cludes a Bible verse, a 
carefully selected poem 
or quotation, and an 
appropriate prayer. A 
thought-provoking re- 
flection on the same 
theme concludes each 
devotion. Themes of the 
meditations are spirit- 
ually sensitive and 
highly selective. In the 
midst of stress, hurry 
and confusion, this 
diary of devotions will 
help the reader find 
serenity. $1.50 


modern society. 


the overwhelming problems of 
She wanted to 
be assured of the fact that gives 
life and meaning and direction 
and destiny—the fact of God. 





Ours Is The Faith 


by Walter Dudley Cavert 
author of REMEMBER NOW 


This devotional book seeks to stimu- 
late thought about the meaning of the 
Christian faith and how it is to be 
applied to daily life. Each devotion 
consists of a suggested Bible reading, 
a meditation, and a prayer. Some of 
the devotions: A Great Time To Be 
Christian; The Holy Spivit; Having 
Faith in the Church; and The Power 
of the Cross. $2 


Lively May I Walk 


DEVOTIONS FOR THE GOLDEN YEARS 
by Glenn H. Asquith 


Fifty-four devotions written for older 
people in contemplation of the fact 
that the best years of their lives are 
just ahead. Each devotion contains a 
Scripture verse, a meditation, and a 
closing prayer. Extra-large type 
makes reading more enjoyable. Some 
of the devotions: The Best of Laugh- 
ter; The Best of Wisdom; The Best 
of Intentions. $2 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Girl Scout Comments 
Editor, The Christian: 


I would like to express to you 
our appreciation of the March 6 
cover of The Christian with the 
Girl Scouts—reminding people of 
the birthday of such a worthy or- 
ganization.—Mrs. JOHN BLOSS, 
Yukon, Okla. 


eee 
Editor, The Christian: 


We are most appreciative of your 
interest in the Girl Scouts, and I am 
certain that many families who saw 
the cover on The Christian (March 
6, 1960) were pleased, too. 

I want to congratulate you on the 
excellent cover and the editorial.— 
GRACE MAXWELL, Atlanta, Ga. 


eee 
Editor, The Christian: 


The March 6 issue features the 
Girl Scouts on the front, also in the 
editorial page. 

I wish to thank you for your rec- 
ognition of this very worthy char- 
acter-building organization of our 
world. 

Also I wish to say a word for the 
name of our paper, The Christian. 
No other name could be as sweet 
and fine.—Mrs. R. V. Morris, Col- 
lege Park, Ga. 


eee 
Editor, The Christian: 
Thank you for the beautiful pic- 


ture of the Girl Scouts on the 
March 6 issue of The Christian. I’m 
delighted with it—also with the 
editorial about Mrs. Juliette Low 


and the Girl Scout birthday March 
12.—Mrs. CHESTER E. MartTIN, At- 
lanta, Ga. 


Ooops! 
Editor, The Christian: 

Thanks so much for your cover 
of the Girl Scouts on The Christian, 
March 6, 1960. 

But— 

The third girl is not a leader but 
a Senior Girl Scout. She is in the 
uniform of the Senior Scout.—Mnrs. 
RICHARD WITTEN, Henlawson, W. 
Va. 


Symbol or Sacrament? 
Editor, The Christian: 


Seldom have I read a more con- 
fused essay than that of Noel Keith 
on Symbol or Sacrament? in the 
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Feb. 28 issue. Sacramentalism is 
described as a form of works (!) by 
which men try “to establish and 
maintain the link between our- 
selves and God.” It is linked with 
both ritual and law, and is con- 
demned by implication in the refer- 
ence to Amos’ denunciation of “life- 
less sacramentalism.” 

Mr. Keith fails to distinguish be- 
tween sacrament, law, ritual and 
works. He seems quite unaware of 
the Biblical significance of the sac- 
ramental practice of the apostolic 
church. The sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper are not life- 
less rituals and they are most cer- 
tainly not works of man’s devising! 
Nor are they merely symbols. They 
are revelatory events, as the Greek 
equivalent for sacrament, “myste- 
rium,” shows. 

Karl Barth defines sacrament as 
“the symbolic act consummated in 
the community of the church ac- 
cording to the directions of the Bib- 
lical witness to revelation, which 
accompanies and confirms preach- 
ing, an act, the aim of which as 
such is to attest the event of God’s 
revelation, reconciliation and call- 
ing, which not only fulfills, but al- 
ready proves the promise.” This 
definition stresses both reception of 
grace and proclamation as vital ele- 
ments in the sacramental worship 
of the church. The gospel is pro- 
claimed in its baptismal and eu- 
charistic re-presentations of the 
death and resurrection of Christ. 
Paul Tillich has also written of the 
revelatory character of Biblical sac- 
ramentalism. 

Moreover, the sacraments are not 
merely human remembrances of Di- 
vine acts done in time. They in- 
volve real actions on the part of 
God and man. In baptism God acts 
to remit sin and regenerate the for- 
given sinner by the Holy Spirit. In 
the Lord’s Supper the risen Christ 
shares His gracious and redeeming 
power with all who sup with Him. 
Thus it is not the real presence but 
the real action of God which occurs 
in the celebration of the sacra- 
ments. 

One has the feeling that Mr. 
Keith’s entire essay was written for 
the purpose of asking the question 
about the relationship of form and 
meaning in Christian symbolism. 
Can it be that he is getting ready 
to dust off the old argument that 


—— 


Letters... 


the form is unimportant so long as 
the meaning remains intact? Those 
of us who contend that symbol and 
truth symbolized are integrally re- 
lated will not hold still for that 


argument. We are not ready to 
capitulate to the “open member- 
ship” advocates on this ground 
either!—FreD P. THOMPSON, JR., 
Chicago, Iil. 

EpIToR’S COMMENT: Fred, you 
must not know Noel. Since you 


are both my good friends, let me 
give you some advice. Noel never 
sneaks up on you. He could be 
“confused” as you believe, but he’s 
honest. Impugning one another’s 
motives didn’t avoid division and it 
won't heal it. 


Enjoys Richmond 
Editor, The Christian: 


Just want to say how much I en- 
joy Herschell H. Richmond in 
“Meaning for Today.” This week’s 
article is especially good. (Feb. 14, 
1960.) In fact—excellent. Too bad 
he isn’t given more space.—M. B. 
OcLEsBY, Porterville, Calif. 


From Davey 
Editor, The Christian: 


In my opinion your editorial on 
“The Will of God in These Times” 
(March 13, 1960) hits an all-time 
high. It even waked me up. Maybe 
after I get my second good eye I 
will no longer look through a glass 
darkly and will be able to do some- 
thing about your editorial—F. E. 
DavIson, South Bend, Ind. 


Thank You 
Editor, The Christian: 

We receive The Christian each 
week and enjoy it very much. It is 
good that we can get such inspir- 
ing and wholesome church maga- 
zines.—Mrs. M. C. PUTNAM, Clay- 
ton, Ill. 


This We Like 
Editor, The Christian: 


I would like to congratulate you 
and your co-workers on the issues 
of The Christian now being pub- 
lished. I think it was a good idea 
to combine some of the best fea- 
tures from other papers and believe 
this has made it a very worthwhile 
and more easy-to-read paper.— 
PauL M. BoLMAN, St. Louis, Mo. 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Dear New Member 


Today you transferred your mem- 
ship from your home-town church 
to the congregation in the com- 
munity where you now live. It 
must have been both a happy ex- 
perience and a difficult one. You 
seemed pleased to be received so 
warmly and yet a bit homesick for 
the service in what was your home 
church for so many years. 

You are to be commended for 
placing your membership with this 
congregation so soon. You would 
be surprised at the number of good 
church members who postpone the 
transfer for many months—some- 
times, even for years. 

This matter of adjusting to a 
new church environment is_ not 
easy, aS you may have discovered 
before now. Here is a suggestion 
that may help you accept this 
church on its own merit. Some peo- 
ple continue to compare their new 
situation with their former one, 
and of course they are disappointed. 
They conclude that the people are 
less friendly, the hymns are not 
familiar, the services are different 
and the programs are harder to 
understand. 

Could it be that such people are, 
without realizing it, expecting to 
establish in a few weeks the same 
rapport that had been developed 
over many years in the former 
congregation? Some people com- 
pare the friendly farewell in the 
home church with the seemingly cool 
reception in the new one. One 
just can’t compare long-time friend- 
ships with brief ones, no matter how 
sincere they both are. So, judge 
each church on its own merits and 
you will like both, each in a differ- 
ent way. 

As a new member you _ should 
take the initiative in getting ac- 
quainted with the church people 
and program. We hope our people 
will take initiative too. The sooner 
you become acquainted with the 
church building, the location of 
your class, the pastor’s study, the 
library and the dining room, the 
sooner you will feel at home in the 
church building. The more quickly 
you can call members by name and 
let your name be known to them 
the more quickly you will share the 
joys of Christian fellowship. You 


can go on for years and scarcely 
know anything about the church 
or its people. Should you follow 
such a pattern, you will always 
feel apart from rather than a part 
of this congregation. 

It would be well to remember 
that your membership is in the 
Church Universal, the Church of 





Long aGo 


comprised of several caves. 


had to be made. 


friends again. 


Christ). 





Jesus Christ, and not merely in one 
congregation or another. Really, 
the particular congregation with 
which you are affiliated is not nearly 
as important as your recognizing, 
accepting and _ supporting’ the 
Church and its mission. 

So, new member, may this be a 
happy day to add to your chain of 
memories. May it be remembered 
as a day when you re-examined 
your understanding of God, your 
commitment to the church, and 


. found new avenues of enrichment, 


service, and fellowship. This con- 
gregation has a place for you and 
a ministry to you. 


Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life, The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 





CUTHBERT, a respected and educated caveman of the 35th Century 
B.C., was a good provider for his family. 
fish could be caught, the best wood could be cut and the most fashion- 
able leopard and bear wraps acquired. 


Cuthbert lived in Outer Mongoland, a small suburban-like town 
As his children grew the cave in Outer 
Mongoland became inadequate shelter for the clan. Although Cuthbert 
hated to move, the decision to pick up his roots and change caves 


He knew where the best 


And so, after living in that dwelling all their lives, the Cuthberts 
packed their “earthy” possessions and moved on. Communication be- 
ing the way it was (word couldn’t be sent farther than the sound of 
“ugh” would carry) the small group never heard from their cave-made 


Although many many centuries have passed since 3500 B.c., people 
still lose contact with close friends in the Brotherhood. Subscribers 
to THE CHRISTIAN, however, have no such problem. Reporters 
spread throughout the continent and an industrious editorial staff keep 
them informed on every aspect of the Christian Church (Disciples of 


If you've lost contact with those old friends, or miss that feeling of 
belonging, you need THE CHRISTIAN, the weekly that gives its 
readers complete religious coverage, timely editorials, and factual in- 
formative articles. Write to the Circulation Department for samples 
and information about the various subscription plans. 


THE CHRISTIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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QUESTION: In our church 
most of the older members do 
not like red-headed people. A 
few of us young people do not 
see eye to eye with these older 
folk. Our church is small and 
in many of our meetings those 
who participate condemn all 
red-headed people and think we 
who have black hair should 
have nothing to do with them. 
Let me say that our minister 
does understand our feelings 
but if we young epople speak 
up in any of those meetings 
perhaps the older folks will take 
it out on our pastor. Should 
we speak up or should we keep 
silent? 


ANSWER: To say the least 
your question is different. It is 
encouraging to know that you 
are awake to what is going on 
around you and certainly com- 
mendable that you do not want 
to make any heavier the load 
your minister is carrying. Not 
many young people these days 
are that reticent about express- 
ing their opinions. Surely we 
have passed the day when chil- 
dren and young people are to 
be seen and not heard. You 
should have every right to be 
heard. 

Perhaps I should make a few 
suggestions on how to meet 
your situation. These sugges- 
tions might be passed on to the 
older people in your church. 

1. Time solves many prob- 
lems. At one time I had black 
hair but now every hair is 
white. That same thing may 
happen to all red-headed people 


of your community. That 
should satisfy everybody un- 
less there are red-headed chil- 
dren coming on. 

2. You can point out that you 
know some very fine red-headed 
people. When a boy I had a 
red-headed Methodist neighbor 
who believed in me when my 
parents doubted and prayed for 
me when I needed such prayers. 


_ When I was in college the best 


player on our football team 
was red-headed. We all re- 
joiced when he made a touch- 
down. 


3. If the older people cannot 
understand your attitude you 
might suggest that they have 
not brought you up properly 
and then you could quote the 
first line from a popular song: 
“You’ve got to be taught to 
hate and fear... .” 


QUESTION: As a couple of col- 
lege students we want to ask a 
question that you may think is 
absurd but we are in a desper- 
ate search for the answer. How 
do you know that there is a 
God? Everyone just seems to 
assume that “God is” but when 
one doubts this assumption 
there is no foundation on which 
to build. If we could only be- 
lieve the premise then the other 
parts of religion would begin to 
resolve themselves. 


ANSWER: It is never absurd 
to be seeking for the truth. 
Doubts are not harmful if we 
seek an answer to our doubts. 
The person who never had any 
doubts does not have virile 


by F. E. Davison 


faith, One doubt answered 
lifts us to a higher level and we 
are then ready to take the next 
step. My suggestion is that 
you corner some professor or 
minister in whom you have con- 
fidence and state that you 
would like to have one hour of 
his time. During that hour lay 
all your questions on the table 
and keep an open mind. 

If it is any consolation to you 
I can assure you that most of 
us have passed through a sim- 
ilar stage in the building of our 
faith. My professor of logic 
and philosophy used to insist 
on making me give a logical 
reason for my faith. Also, this 
same professor taught me in 
such a manner that I got many 
of my doubts resolved. I hope 
you have some friend who will 
be that helpful to you. 

God bless you young people 
in your search for an answer 
to your question. 


Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT 








“Well, we've whipped the 
parking problem, but where 
are the members?” 





